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Abstract

Custom (‘urf) is a significant phenomenon in Shi‘i jurisprudence
which, following the intellectual ascendancy of Usuli jurists over the
Akhbaris, became increasingly familiar within Shi‘i legal discourse.
From the past century onward, Shi‘i jurisprudence has also developed
new conceptual tools, including notions such as sirat (practice) and
bina’ al-‘ugala’ (the practice of rational agents). As a result, we witness
the relative effectiveness of ‘urf in the fields of jurisprudence and
ijtihad. Notwithstanding this development, the application of ‘urf,
particularly in the domain of political issues and political jurisprudence,
has remained fragmented and has generally lacked systematic
theoretical and practical attention. Accordingly, the central question of
this study concerns the role and status of ‘urf—from a jurisprudential
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and theoretical perspective—in areas such as bay‘ah (allegiance),
elections, and shura (consultation). A review of the existing literature
indicates that although studies have been conducted on shura, bay‘ah,
political participation from Qur’anic or jurisprudential perspectives,
and the position of bay‘ah and elections in the Islamic political system,
a significant gap remains. This gap lies in the lack of focused attention
to the status of ‘urf in bay‘ah, elections, and shura based on the
principles and evidences of political jurisprudence —an issue that
constitutes one of the key topics in this field. Given the importance of
this subject, the present study adopts a jurisprudential and
argumentative approach to examine the functionality and effectiveness
of ‘urf in major political arenas such as bay‘ah, elections, and shura.
With an innovative perspective—such as re-evaluating the theoretical
frameworks of jurists and incorporating the evidences of political
jurisprudence —the study elucidates the relationship between ‘urf and
bay‘ah, elections, and shura, and highlights the essential and effective
role of ‘urf in these domains. Using a descriptive—analytical method
and relying on evidences such as the practice of the Infallibles in their
engagement with prevailing customs at the time of bay‘ah, the right to
self-determination, and the probative authority of rational practices
(sirat al-‘ugala’), the study demonstrates the fundamental effectiveness
of ‘urfin areas such as the establishment of political systems and their
functions, grounded in bay‘ah, public elections, and adherence to
majority opinion. The findings indicate that ‘urf and the people, within
the Shi‘i political system, play an effective and essential role through
mechanisms such as bay‘ah or elections. In the absence of explicit
textual designation—such as in the case of the rule of the Infallible—
‘urf constitutes one of the principal pillars of the legitimacy of religious
governance.

Furthermore, based on the scope and implications of the evidences
of shura—particularly the two Qur’anic verses “and their affairs are
conducted through consultation among them” (Qur'an 42:38) and
“and consult them in matters” (Quran 3:159)—the legitimacy of
customary consultation in politics and political jurisprudence is
established. Shura thus plays a crucial role both in the formation and
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continuation of governance, exerting significant influence during the
stage of political stability and continuity. Accordingly, through an
examination of the classifications of shura, the aforementioned
evidences, and the proof of rational practice (sirat al-‘uqala’),
obligatory shura is shown to apply to public affairs of society, including
political matters, issues of war and peace, international treaties, and
administrative and economic affairs. The importance of this concept is
such that, according to some jurists and scholars, shura and
consultation constitute one of the most essential mechanisms for
controlling political power. Among prominent jurists who emphasize
shura and customary consultation is Mohaqqiq Na’ini, who derives the
obligation of consultation in all political affairs and the foundation of
political matters upon collective consultation from the verses “and
consult them in matters” and “their affairs are conducted through
consultation among them.” Consequently, the domain of consultation
is identified as “the affairs of the people,” encompassing matters
related to governance implementation and political arenas.

Keywords
Custom (‘urf); rational practice (sirat al-‘uqala’); politics; political
structure; Shi‘i jurisprudence; shura; public opinion
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Abstract

This article aims to examine the relationship between globally recognized
indicators of democracy and the intellectual framework of the founder
of the Islamic Republic of Iran. At a time when, toward the end of the
twentieth century, the role of religion in politics was declining and the
world was divided between Eastern social democracy and Western
liberal democracy, Imam Khomeini introduced a novel model grounded
in the authority of religion in organizing political and social life. The
central question of this research is whether the core elements of
democracy—such as the right to self-determination, political competition,
and accountability—occupy a meaningful and explanatory position
within Imam Khomeini’s political thought. To address this question,
the author employs a descriptive—analytical method and content
analysis techniques. By distinguishing between democracy as an
ideology and democracy as a method, the study undertakes a systematic
re-reading of Imam Khomeini’s writings and speeches.
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The findings indicate that in Imam Khomeini’s political thought,
democracy is not merely a political slogan but is rooted in the
anthropological foundations of Islam. From his perspective, the
human being is the “essence of creation” and possesses free will, with
the inherent right to determine his or her own destiny. The study
demonstrates that Imam Khomeini regarded the right to self-
determination as one of the fundamental rights of human beings,
consistent with both reason and divine law. He firmly believed that no
authority— not even a prophet or an infallible Imam—has the right to
impose its will upon the people. Accordingly, divine legitimacy is
inseparably linked to popular acceptance. Within this framework,
religious democracy consists of two fundamental dimensions. The first
is the constitutive dimension, which refers to the physical participation
of the people in elections to establish political structures and offices.
The second is the interpretive (analytical) dimension, which denotes
the creation of a moral and emotional bond between the nation and
the government, such that the people perceive state officials not as
rulers, but as agents who realize their collective and transcendent
aspirations.

Another part of the findings addresses the operational indicators of
democracy in Imam Khomeini’s political practice. In contrast to
monarchical and authoritarian systems, Imam Khomeini emphasized
the peaceful transfer of power and rejected lifelong tenure in political
office. He therefore insisted on the continuous consultation of rulers
with representatives of the people and strict adherence to the
constitution. The study also shows that, contrary to rigid and
exclusionary interpretations, Imam Khomeini held a positive view of
political parties and pluralism, provided that such activities did not
lead to conspiracies against the foundations of Islamic society. He
considered differences of opinion to be natural and conducive to social
growth, and believed that political competition should take place
within an ethical framework grounded in divine values.

The article further elaborates on the concept of accountability and
oversight within this paradigm. In Imam Khomeini’s intellectual
system, power has no intrinsic value and gains legitimacy only when it
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serves justice and the public good. Accordingly, he emphasized two
forms of supervision: internal supervision, which focuses on the moral
purification of officials, and external supervision, which preserves the
people’s right to monitor all pillars of the political system, including
the leadership itself. A key finding of the research is that Imam
Khomeini, in his practical conduct, granted no legal immunity to any
official and explicitly declared his readiness to be held accountable in
the event of wrongdoing. This approach transforms the political
system from a rigid social contract into a relationship of responsibility
and mutual commitment between the leader and the people.
Ultimately, the article concludes that religious democracy in Imam
Khomeini’s thought constitutes an authentic model of governance that
rejects both individual authoritarianism and the formalistic democracy
of the West, offering a third path for human societies. This model is
founded upon justice-centeredness and popular satisfaction, and
conceptualizes popular sovereignty as operating vertically within the
framework of absolute divine sovereignty. The final conclusion of the
study suggests that by defining political freedoms within the realm of
humanity’s innate rights, Imam Khomeini provided a framework in
which majority rule serves as the criterion of governance, while the
majority itself remains bound by ethical and revelatory principles. This
model integrates governance with spirituality and outlines a path in
which national development and progress are realized through the
collective will of the people within the framework of religious law.

Keywords
Democracy; Imam Khomeini; Religious Democracy; Political Thought
of Imam Khomeini; Popular Sovereignty.
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223~ The present article analyzes the implications for replacing the term
“progress” with “development” in the thought of the Supreme Leader
of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. At the beginning of this study, the
author emphasizes that choosing the term “progress” instead of
“development” is not merely a change of a term or word, but it shows a
change in a wise paradigm and attempt to establish a native and non-
Western governance model. The main hypothesis of this study is that
the discourse of progress is a civilizational response to the crises
resulting from Western rebuilding models and its objective is not to
imitate liberal models but to realize “the theory of religious” as a
macro strategy of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The methodology of
this study focuses on discourse analysis and comparison of the
concepts which have been carried out through examination of the
statements, speeches and written works of Ayatollah Khamenei in
recent decades.
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The findings of the study suggest that the distinction of progress
can be realized through three foundational levels of worldview, ideology,
and systems. In the worldview level, the Western development model is
rooted in humanism (human-oriented) in which human is the axis of
the creation and happiness is defined only in material welfare and
personal enjoyment seeking. According to the leader of Iran, this is the
situation that can lead to family collapse and lack of identity, despite
economic growth. However, political progress in Islamic thought is
based on monothetic worldview in which God is the axis and creator of
the world and progress is a path in which material and spiritual growth
will be realized simultaneously and harmoniously. At the level of
ideology, the main difference is between “liberalism focusing on
permissiveness” and “Islamic ideology focusing on servitude and
obligation”. According to the Supreme leader of Iran, civilization
building without having a school of thought is an impossible
theological faith and harbor. In this regard, liberal democracy which is
faced with serious criticism today, can not be the roadmap of Iran’s
progress. Instead, the ideal progress model is based on Shia dynamic
thought and resorts to Wilayah as a captain that guides society
towards transcendent goals.

The author then explains the cultural, economic, and political
systems in this paradigm. In the cultural system, the concept of
“culture engineering” for protecting national identity is highlighted
against the soft invasion of the West. In the economic system, progress
emphasizes on “democratic economy” and “resistance-based economy”
whose goal is social justice and decreasing dependency on foreign
resources, not accumulation of capital for a special class of people.
Nevertheless, the most important part of the research findings is the
manifestation of political progress in the form of “the theory of
religious democracy”. This theory has two founding and analytical
dimensions. The founding dimension highlights people’s participation
in elections and choosing political appointments. However, the
analytical dimension is different from this model and seeks to create a
spiritual and emotional relationship between the people and
governance in a way that the people consider system’s agents as the
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realizers their transcendent ideals. This model is based on four
principles of “People’s satisfaction”, “Value-orientation”, “Right-
orientation”, and “law-orientation” and opens a third path against the
duality of dictatorship and Western secular democracy.

In the final section of the article, the author refers to the novel
institutions in the progress paradigm. The institutions such as
Assembly of Experts, Guardian Council, Expediency Discernment
Council are defined as bridges of communication between divine
legitimacy and people’s acceptability that are in charge of guaranteeing
the religiousness and democracy of the system simultaneously. In this
model, the method of acquiring power is as important as the power
itself and politics shouldn’t be turned into an arena for negating ethics
and values. The final results of this research suggest that in Ayatollah
Khamenei’s perspective, political progress is a continuous “civilizational
project” which seeks to present an inspiring model for other Islamic
countries through negating ideological dependency on the West. The
theory tries to illustrate a path between tradition and modernity based
on national dignity and comprehensive progress, through integrating
the maximum participation of people and institutional stability in the
form of revelational values in order to meet the needs of the
contemporary society of Iran.

Keywords
Progress, political development, religious democracy, progress paradigm,
Ayatollah Khamenei.
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Human Governance in a Multi-cultural Society: An
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Abstract

This article aims to elucidate the pattern and practical strategies of this
prominent figure in dealing with the complex and pluralistic context of
Lebanese society. The fundamental issue of the research is how, in a
country with sixteen official religions and a history replete with
sectarian conflicts, how can someone propose a model of governance
that both recognizes cultural pluralities and avoids falling into the
traps of authoritarianism or reductionist secularism. The author,
utilizing the method of "internal logic analysis of thought" and with a
look at Farabi's views on the City of Virtue and "Conquering the
Earth," argues that Imam Musa Sadr, by rejecting the duality of "tribal
system" and "pure secularism,” has laid the foundation for a third

"

pattern called "human governance." This pattern rests on three
fundamental pillars: human-centeredness, organized movement, and

universal participation, which seeks to establish the inherent dignity of
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humanity as the primary basis for policymaking, transcending religious
and ethnic affiliations.

The findings of this research indicate that Imam Musa Sadr, in
contrast to many reformers who view diversity as a source of division,
considered religious pluralism in Lebanon as a "divine blessing" and a
cultural wealth. From his perspective, differences not only do not
hinder growth, but rather provide a basis for evolution and synergy; to
such an extent that he believed that even if this plurality did not exist,
we should create an environment for human growth. Criticizing
Lebanon's political structure, which was based on the unfair distribution
of power among religious feudalists (especially Maronites), Sadr
believed that this system, instead of establishing justice, led to the
consolidation of class privileges and kept the Shia community, as the
largest sect, in double deprivation. However, his solution for reform
was not destructive uprisings, but rather strengthening the "civil
society” and empowering individuals through institutionalization.

A significant part of the findings of the article focuses on elucidating
the role of "organization and structure" in the process of desirable
governance in the era of Sadr. The author explains that Sadr did not
consider the crude and disorganized presence of the people in the
public sphere as sufficient, and emphasized the necessity of the
existence of bodies based on solid theoretical foundations. The
establishment of the "Supreme Council of Shia in Lebanon" in 1969 is
a concrete example of this approach, aiming not at separatism, but at
the vindication of the violated rights of the Shia and the facilitation of
their fair integration into the state structure. Similarly, the
establishment of "The Disadvantaged Movement" as a transnational
movement reflects his efforts to redefine the Lebanese identity based
on human commonalities and the struggle against poverty and
ignorance. His actions in the city of "Sour," including the fight against
begging, the establishment of vocational training centers for women,
and cultural-sports clubs, demonstrated that, in his view, religion,
before being for the afterlife, is "for life" and for correcting the
processes of field governance.

The author continues to explore creative solutions proposed by
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Sadr to resolve legal conflicts in multicultural societies. One of these
brilliant solutions is the suggestion of a "Common Personal Status
Law" utilizing "terms incorporated in the contract.” Sadr argued that a
uniform law could be established allowing each party to the contract to
include conditions consistent with their religious Sharia; thus,
preserving individuals' religious identity while ensuring legal and
national integrity. This approach provided a democratic response to
the demand for secularization, contributing to social unity without
denying religion.

In conclusion, the article argues that Imam Musa Sadr's experience
transformed Lebanon into a "global laboratory” for the realization of
Islamic political thought in the modern world. His model of human
governance opened a shortcut between frozen traditionalism and
aggressive modernity, where religious scholars, as "public activists,"
are responsible for achieving peace and justice by engaging in
churches, mosques, and social institutions. Sadr's legacy teaches us
that desirable governance in multicultural societies requires moving
beyond "sectarianism" towards "human meritocracy" and replacing
"coercive governance" with "soft and persuasive governance." Overall,
this research demonstrates that Sadr's thought provides a credible
framework for analyzing the possibilities of democracy in diverse
societies, which remains inspiring and guiding for the contemporary
world.

Keywords
Imam Musa Sadr, Multi-cultural Society, Peaceful Coexistence,
Governance, Organization and Institutions.
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"5 Abstract

The question of how to recognize "the West" and determine the logic of
interaction or confrontation with it is one of the fundamental
challenges of civilizational thought in the Islamic world. Common
approaches, whether in the field of modern studies or the critique of
modernity, often rely on Western sources and epistemological
frameworks, and have failed to meet the practical and identity needs of
Islamic societies in their engagement with the West. This study aims to
fill this theoretical gap by exploring the possibility of grounding the
Islamic world's civilizational encounter on an independent literature
arising from religious sources. The main argument of the article is that
Ayatollah Khamenei's intellectual system presents a coherent
knowledge framework under the title of "Qur'an-based Westology,"
which, by moving beyond one-dimensional and sometimes reductionist
Westologies, analyzes the West not merely as modernity but as a
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civilizational structure with specific theological roots.

This research, through an analytical-discursive approach and with a
focus on the connection between Quranic themes and the lived
historical experience of the Islamic Revolution, elucidates this
methodology. Ayatollah Khamenei's methodology in this framework
rests on three pillars: "studying Western works and translations”,
"direct political and empirical experience from the West", and then
"Quran-based enemy-studies". In this approach, the nature of the
West is explained through Quranic concepts such as "oppression”,
"tyranny", "devil", and "devilish rule" (with an emphasis on the
philosophical and ontological nature of the devil), where its prominent
symbol in contemporary times is the American system and the
characteristics of "arrogance, greed, and deception” in material
civilization. The findings show that this cognitive pattern elevates
moral values such as dignity, piety, and resistance from the level of
abstract concepts to the level of operational strategies in foreign policy.
In conclusion, the article concludes that the transition from a reactive
to an active historical status in the Islamic world requires adopting an
authentic approach that, while utilizing scientific achievements of the
West, relies on "Quranic authenticity" and draws clear lines with its
oppressive nature, thus outlining new and independent civilizational
horizons.

Keywords
Quran-based Westology, Ayatollah Khamenei, Western civilization,
Satanic Wilayah, Islamic political thought.
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Abstract
One of the deepest and most destructive political-cultural damages in
human societies, particularly in the Islamic community, is the
phenomenon of hypocrisy; a complex, multi-layered, and hidden
phenomenon whose effects and consequences are clearly visible not
only at the individual level but also on the large social, cultural, and
political arenas. As a social disease, hypocrisy has its roots in the
weakness of religious education, the influence of foreign cultures, and
social discriminations, and these factors provide the ground for its
formation and spread among different groups in society. This
phenomenon seriously threatens the psychological security and social
unity of the Islamic community, making it vulnerable to psychological
and propaganda wars by enemies.

The present study, with an interpretive-ijtihadi approach, explores
the concept of hypocrisy as a political and cultural phenomenon and
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examines it within the context of organized psychological warfare.
Within this framework, an attempt has been made to analyze the
various dimensions of hypocrisy and methods of combating it, utilizing
the teachings of the Holy Quran. The Quran describes hypocrisy not
merely as an individual deviation or personality flaw but as a
deliberate strategy to destroy society from within. Hypocrites, through
tools such as spreading rumors, systematic distortion of facts, duality,
and incitement, undermine the foundations of psychological security
and cultural cohesion in the Islamic community.

From the perspective of the Quran, hypocrisy is a well-organized
threat that seeks to create division, distrust, and weakness in the
religious and social beliefs of Muslims through meticulous and
targeted planning. Hypocrites use ambiguous language, contradictory
behaviors, and vague environments to blur the lines between truth and
falsehood, placing society in a state of confusion and instability. This
situation will pave the way for the infiltration of external enemies and
the weakening of the internal power of the Islamic community.

The main question of this research is how the Holy Quran explains
the psychological war of the hypocrites and what strategies it provides
to counter it. The research hypothesis emphasizes that from the
perspective of the Quran, hypocrisy is a structured and multi-
dimensional threat that requires a set of cultural, social, and political
measures to combat it. These measures include firmness in political
and social speech, public awareness and rational analysis, clear
demarcation between hypocrisy and freedom of thought, and
strengthening empathy and social unity to confront the psychological
war of the hypocrites.

One of the most important solutions presented by the Quran to
combat hypocrisy is the emphasis on honesty and consistency in
speech and political behavior. Hypocrites attempt to erode public trust
by using double-speak and contradictory actions. In contrast, the
Quran stresses the necessity of adhering to honesty, transparency, and
consistency in political and social positions. This ensures that the
Islamic society remains resilient against rumors and distortions spread
by hypocrites.
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Another approach is to raise public awareness and enhance critical
thinking among individuals in society. The Holy Quran has
emphasized the necessity of thinking, contemplation, and insight in
dealing with social and political issues on numerous occasions. This
approach protects society from the deceptions of hypocrites and
prevents individuals from being influenced by propaganda and
rumors.

Another important measure of the Quran is the transparent
demarcation between hypocrisy and freedom of thought. Hypocrites
typically attempt to justify their actions under the guise of free speech
and thought; while the Quran, by drawing clear boundaries between
hypocrisy and freedom of thought, deprives them of the opportunity to
misuse these concepts. This delineation enables society to distinguish ey
between constructive criticism and the deceptive schemes of Lf\?ﬂ\ﬁ‘l °“S”/]\
hypocrites.

Strengthening empathy and social unity is also one of the key
strategies of the Quran in combating hypocrisy. Hypocrites attempt to
destroy social cohesion by creating divisions and distrust; in contrast,
the Quran emphasizes the necessity of solidarity, cooperation, and

Yoo .Y suxdl 0 ulxal!

unity among Muslims. This empathy and unity make the Islamic
society resilient against the psychological wars of the hypocrites and
increases its defensive power.

Implementing these measures has guided the Islamic society
towards spiritual resilience and makes it resistant to the psychological
wars of both internal and external enemies. Spiritual resilience refers
to the society's ability to preserve its values, beliefs, and cultural
cohesion in the face of external pressures and threats. This resilience
not only ensures the psychological security of the society but also
paves the way for cultural and political growth and advancement.

Keywords
The Holy Quran, Hypocrites, Political-Cultural Pathology, Psychological
Warfare.
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