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Abstract

This study seeks to explicate a model of the political system and the
ideal state based on the Holy Qur’an, adopting a systems approach
within the framework of political philosophy. While Qur’anic studies
are commonly situated within jurisprudential, mystical, or theological
frameworks, this article moves beyond these conventional approaches
to discover and infer the components of a divine system of governance
distinct from secular models. The ultimate objective of this political
system is the realization of the divine command to establish the
religion (igamat al-din), as emphasized in the verse: “He has ordained
for you of religion what He enjoined upon Noah ... [saying], ‘Establish
the religion’ (Qur’an, al-Shura 42:13). Accordingly, one dimension of

1. This article is derived from a research project conducted at the Research Center for
Qur’anic Culture and Sciences, Islamic Sciences and Culture Acadmey.
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establishing the religion—addressed to all monotheistic worshippers—
is fulfilled through recognizing and instituting Islamic systems.

The innovation of this research operates on two levels. First, a
systemic innovation that, by offering a structured framework, enables
deep and comprehensive comparison with other political systems.
Second, an innovation in content and concepts, which introduces
fundamental and distinctive components—such as taqwa (piety),
tazkiya (purification), the linkage of leadership to tawhid
(monotheism), and the precedence of the ummah and leadership over
the state—as integral elements of the Qur’anic political theory.

Methodologically, the study combines inferential analysis with the
theory of signification—employing the three levels of denotative,
implicative, and necessary meanings—alongside the method of istintag
al-Qur’an (interrogating the Qur’an). Through this approach, the
article proposes a novel divine model of governance whose ultimate
end is establishing the religion, and contends that a return to its
foundations delineates the path to human felicity and salvation.

The central question addressed is: What structure and functions
characterize the Qur’anic model of the political system? To answer this
overarching question, eight subsidiary questions are examined based
on a systems-analytical framework.

First, regarding the necessity of establishment, the findings indicate
that the Qur'an—by emphasizing the command to establish the
religion and the need to ensure comprehensive security encompassing
both worldly life and the Hereafter—deems the formation of a divine
state necessary. This necessity is also reflected in Qur’anic narratives,
such as the story of Talut.

Second, concerning constituent elements, in addition to the four
elements common to all states (territory, population, government, and
sovereignty), the Qur’an highlights three exclusive pillars: tawhid as
the foundation, divine leadership as the axis, and Islam as the
comprehensive roadmap.

Third, in analyzing the boundaries of the Islamic political system, a
structural distinction is observed. At the operational level of the state,
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geographical and contractual borders are recognized; however, at the
identity level of the ummah and leadership, Islam is universal and
transboundary. This distinction offers a solution for reconciling the
universality of religious teachings with the practical realities of
governance.

Fourth, with respect to the power network, the criteria for selecting
officials include merit, expertise, trustworthiness, and justice. The use
of non-Muslims in non-sovereign and service-oriented positions—
subject to specific regulations—is considered permissible. Moreover,
the participation of women in the sphere of social management is
affirmed, based on Qur’anic verses and precedent.

Fifth, the decision-making center resides in divine leadership,
whose legitimacy is intrinsic and derives from God. This leadership
exercises final authority within the framework of Sharia, utilizing
consultation (shura) as a method and allegiance (bay‘a) as public
confirmation and commitment. In times of crisis, this central authority
is strengthened to preserve the system.

Sixth, the scope of authority and duties of the Islamic state is
extensive, encompassing both fixed matters (such as the promotion of
monotheism, provision of multidimensional security, implementation
of justice, and enjoining good and forbidding evil) and contingent
matters (responding to the changing needs of society). The state is
obligated to provide a good life (hayat tayyiba) for all citizens, while
respecting privacy, unless an overriding public interest necessitates
otherwise.

Seventh, in analyzing the process of power, the Qur’an outlines
three overarching models: the ideal model of love and affection, which
establishes relationships grounded in faith and beneficence; the model
of religious democracy, which, within the framework of Islamic
rulings, is based on participation and consultation; and the
condemned tyrannical (taghuti) model, founded on despotism and
transgression.

Eighth, regarding feedback, the Qur’an establishes a robust and
active oversight system through the key principle of enjoining good
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and forbidding evil. Accordingly, constructive criticism and protest by
the people against governmental decisions—within criteria such as
justice and anti-corruption—not only are permitted but are necessary
to ensure the health and dynamism of the system.

In sum, by moving beyond prevailing approaches in Qur’anic
studies and relying on the methods of istintag (a thematic—analytical
reading of the Qur’an), systems analysis, and signification, this
research succeeds in extracting a coherent and innovative model of the
ideal political system from the Holy Qur’an.

Keywords
Qur’anic political system; Islamic state; theorization; leadership;
ummah; feedback.
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Civilizational Public: An Examination of the Coordinating
Elements Enabling People to Play a Civilizational
Role Based on the Holy Qur’an”

Seyyed Meysam Mirtajoddini

Thought, Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Qom, Iran.

sharif@isca.ac.ir

Abstract

This article aims to address a theoretical gap in civilizational studies
concerning the human foundation of civilization. The central problem
of the research is that, despite the prevailing focus of scholars on the
software (cultural-ideational) and hardware (institutional-material)
dimensions of civilization, the element of people is often treated
merely as a neutral and purely instrumental “hardware,” whereas not
every aggregation of human beings inherently possesses the capacity
for civilization-building. Drawing on conceptual analysis and thematic
exegesis, the author seeks to explain how the Holy Qur’an transforms a
scattered mass of human beings into a civilization-building public. In
the first step, the study distinguishes between bashar as a biological
being and nas as a volitional and responsible being, arguing that, in

* Mirtajoddini, S. M. (2025). Civilizational Public: An Examination of the Coordinating
Elements Enabling People to Play a Civilizational Role Based on the Holy Qur’an. Al-
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Qur’anic logic, nas emerges when the human being transcends animal
instincts and lives on the basis of will and duty. Since the aggregation
of diverse human wills is inherently prone to conflict and tension, the
article then seeks to identify the coordinating element in the Qur’an.
The findings show that the Divine Name al-Rahman (the All-Merciful)
constitutes the central axis of this cohesion. In contrast to totemic and
tribal deities that theorized discrimination and enslavement, this
Name introduces a universal and all-encompassing mercy that equally
embraces all members of nas and provides the theological foundation
for the negation of superiority and domination.

The article then turns to the domain of institutions and symbols. By
analyzing the relationship between the ‘Arsh (the Throne) as the center
of divine governance and the Bayt (the House) as its earthly
manifestation, the Ka‘ba is presented not merely as a ritual structure
but as a house for nas—one that orients diverse human wills. In this
framework, the Ka‘ba functions as the point of connection between
heaven and earth and as a compass of human fitra (innate nature),
guaranteeing the security and unity of the civilizational public.
Furthermore, the study emphasizes the irreplaceable role of the hero
and the Imam in the process of forming a civilizational public.
Through an examination of the concepts of futuwwa (chivalry) and
ukhuwwa (brotherhood), and by referring to examples such as the
Companions of the Cave, the author demonstrates that collective wills
require embodiment in exemplary figures who, through self-sacrifice
and action for the “other,” create bonds that transcend rigid social
contracts. This bond, which takes the form of brotherhood, elevates
nas from mere consumption to the stage of rising for justice (qiyam li-
[-qist) and civilizational productivity.

Ultimately, the article arrives at the overarching conclusion that the
Qur’anic ideal civilization is the product of harmonizing human wills
around tawhid (monotheism) and the negation of discrimination. The
author distinguishes between democracy, which is based on the
instinctual desires of the majority, and civilizational republicanism,
which is grounded in fitra and transcendent will, and maintains that
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popular presence in the very process of the evolution and optimization
of the political system is an undeniable pillar. The final conclusion of
the study indicates that without the process of forming nas on the
basis of the system of truth and will, short-term partisan and factional
goals render the path of civilization-building uneven. Therefore, the
civilization-building public in the Qur’an is a volitional collectivity
that, centered on al-Rahman, the Bayt, and transcendent models (the
Imam), moves from multiplicity to unity and bears the heavy
responsibility of constructing a just civilization. This research offers a
theoretical pathway for overcoming social deadlocks and attaining a
society in which the rational and spiritual growth of human beings is
realized simultaneously.

Keywords
nas; civilizational public; will; al-Rahman; ‘Arsh; Bayt.
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A Civilizational Approach to Political
Justice in the Holy Qur’an”

Seyyed Kazem Seyyed Bagheri
Associate Professor, Research Institute for Culture and Islamic Thought, Qom, Iran.
sbaqri86@yahoo.com

Abstract
Although Islamic civilization, during the period commonly referred to
as its “Golden Age,” drew extensively on the teachings and directives of
the Holy Qur’an and succeeded in producing remarkable achievements
in scientific, cultural, social, and political domains, this historical
experience cannot be regarded as the full and final realization of a
justice-centered, Qur’an-based civilization. Achieving such a civilization
requires a renewed, conscious, and methodical return to the Qur’anic
text through a civilizational, inclusive, and comprehensive lens. This
return should not be reduced to limited, fragmentary, individualistic,
or purely ethical readings; rather, it demands a deep, systematic, and
structural understanding of the Qur’an’s foundational concepts—
especially the concept of justice—and of its principles, criteria, and
functions in the realm of collective life.

Each Qur’anic concept, in itself, possesses the capacity to guide
Islamic society toward human and civilizational excellence. However,
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when justice, as the backbone of this intellectual constellation, is
placed alongside other core Qur’anic principles such as tawhid
(monotheism), human dignity, social responsibility, and the negation
of oppression and corruption, a coherent, identity-forming, and
distinctive structure emerges. This structure differentiates Islamic
civilization from prevailing civilizational models—often grounded in
power-centrism, utilitarianism, or domination—and endows it with an
ethical, humane, and divine logic.

Since the Holy Qur’an is recognized as the primary and authentic
source of Islamic civilization, rereading its foundational teachings—
particularly in the domains of politics, power, and social order—
through a civilizational approach can play a strategic role in guiding
Islamic society toward a superior civilization. Such an approach not
only contributes to the organization of political and social structures
but also provides the conditions for the flourishing of individual and
collective capacities of citizens within the Islamic state. Within this
framework, political justice is not merely an individual moral virtue or
a religious recommendation; rather, it constitutes a foundational,
norm-setting, and structure-building value whose realization is an
essential condition for the health and stability of the political order.

Political justice, in this sense, ensures that officials, institutions,
and power-related structures are placed in their proper and rightful
positions, preventing deviation, discrimination, and the abuse of
power. It also guarantees that citizens’ rights are secured and
implemented not arbitrarily or temporarily, but fairly, systematically,
and sustainably. In the Qur’anic logic, political justice lays the
groundwork for people’s free, conscious, and responsible participation
in determining their own destiny, while simultaneously enabling the
restraint, limitation, and supervision of political power. This form of
justice paves the way for the realization of rights, prevents the
concentration of power, and confronts despotism and corruption,
ultimately leading to the establishment of a political order in which
power serves truth, justice, and human dignity rather than functioning
as a tool of domination and autocracy.

Employing the method of ijtihadi (juristic-analytical) interpretation
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of the Holy Qur’an, this article seeks to examine and analyze the
functions of political justice in the process of the formation and
development of the New Islamic Civilization. The main hypothesis of
the study is that, by relying on the language, logic, and teachings of the
Qur’an, the foundational and civilization-building elements of political
justice can be identified across three essential spheres. The first is the
sphere of a just worldview, grounded in monotheism, the intrinsic
dignity of the human being, individual and social responsibility, and
the negation of all forms of unjust domination. The second is the
sphere of a just culture and lifestyle, encompassing values, norms,
social ethics, and behavioral patterns compatible with justice. The
third is the sphere of a just political—social system, which focuses on
organizing power structures, legislation, institution-building, and
social relations on the basis of justice.

In light of these three elements, the civilizational functions of
political justice from the Qur’anic perspective can be observed in multiple
domains. These include the formation of civilizational rationality, leading
to collective decision-making based on reason, public interest, and future-
oriented thinking; the expansion of civilizational ethics, which purifies
social and political relations from violence, discrimination, and autocracy;
the prevention of despotism, corruption, and civilizational decline; the
strengthening of empathy, cohesion, and civilizational convergence
among diverse social groups; and, finally, the promotion of forbearance,
dialogue, and constructive interaction with other civilizations while
preserving Islamic identity and principles.

The realization of these functions facilitates the emergence, continuity,
and flourishing of the New Islamic Civilization and establishes political
justice as a fundamental pillar of its dynamism, vitality, and sustainability.
The novelty of this article lies in moving beyond an abstract and purely
conceptual treatment of political justice to an exploration of its
civilization-building functions in light of the teachings of the Holy Qur’an,
thereby redefining political justice as an active, dynamic, and influential
force in the process of Islamic civilization-building.

Keywords

The Holy Qur’an; civilization; political justice.
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Abstract

Nearly all ancient religions possessed certain centers that emerged for
various reasons, such as being the birthplace of a prophet, hosting a
principal temple or place of worship, or serving as the site of
significant religious, political, or epic events. Over time, many of these
centers experienced decline or lost their genuine spiritual functions.
Drawing on Qur’anic verses and employing a content analysis
approach, this article examines four major religious locations in
history—Babylon, Jerusalem, Mecca, and Medina—by offering a brief
overview of their historical trajectories and destinies, with a focus on
their religious centrality. It appears that humanity’s turn toward each
of these cities represents successive stages in its quest to discover a
religious and spiritual center and a point of connection between
heaven and earth. The findings of this study indicate that the spiritual
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expectations associated with Babylon and Jerusalem were not
adequately fulfilled. Mecca, too, proved to be an unsuitable host for the
Final Prophet and his religious law; consequently, after his expulsion
from Mecca, the Prophet laid the foundations of a religious and
humane civilization in Medina—one that was unparalleled at the time
and whose many dimensions have yet to be fully explored.

Keywords
Religious centrality; Babylon and Jerusalem; Mecca and Medina.
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Abstract
This study employs the methodology of Thomas L. Spragens to reread
and analyze the thought of Sadr al-Din Shirazi (Mulla Sadra) in order
to demonstrate how Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikma al-
Muta‘aliyya), as a novel philosophical system, offered responses to the
epistemic and social crises of the Safavid era. Based on Spragens’s
four-stage framework, the research first identifies the crises of Mulla
Sadra’s time, then analyzes their causes, outlines the desirable order
and ideal society, and finally extracts the proposed path out of crisis
from within his philosophical thought. Mulla Sadra viewed the society
of his time as afflicted by a form of ignorance and jahiliyya resulting
from subjective factors such as excessive imitation, hostility toward
reason, literalism, and the inadequacies of Peripatetic and
Illuminationist philosophies.

By critically examining earlier philosophical schools—particularly

* Nakhai Zarandi, N. (2025). Will Oriented toward Perfection in Transcendent Philosophy
A Study Based on Spragens’s Methodology. Al-Fikr al-Siasi al-Islami, 5(1), pp. 140-169.
https://doi.org/10.22081/ipt.2026.74398.1053

® Article Type: Research; Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Qom, Iran
[ Received: 2024/04/26 e Revised: 2024/07/25 o Accepted: 2024/08/17 e Available Online: 2025/03/30

© 2025
authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights

http://ipt.isca.ac.ir
Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy


http://ipt.isca.ac.ir/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5658-5728

\

2

¢

! %
¥

H

Wi

sy Lo Lo Lo sl yo sl lioll daSanl] 5 JWoSUI 9225 dgeiall 31

Peripatetic and Illuminationist philosophy—Mulla Sadra argues that
although these systems grasped aspects of truth, their inherent
limitations prevented them from presenting a comprehensive account
of existence and human perfection. He regarded imitation-based
religiosity, superficial faith, sectarian fanaticism, the shallow
approaches of some jurists and Sufis, as well as determinism and
superstition, as major obstacles to the advancement of knowledge and
rationality. In his view, without genuine reflection and insight, human
beings remain trapped in ignorance and misguidance, and society,
lacking intellectual and moral growth, inevitably falls into crisis and
stagnation. In addition to these subjective factors, he also identifies
objective causes such as power-seeking, worldliness, fatalism, and
superstition as forces that intensified these crises. These conditions, he
argues, led to intellectual rigidity within the scholarly community,
rendered society incapable of responding to emerging issues, and
halted humanity’s path of rational and spiritual development.

Mulla Sadra formulates the way out of this crisis through
Transcendent Philosophy, a philosophical system grounded in
ontological principles such as the primacy of existence, the gradation
of being, substantial motion, and the unity of the intellect, the
intellector, and the intelligible. This system views the human being as
a dynamic, free, and capable agent on a path of growth and perfection,
emphasizing that the substantial motion of the human being from
deficiency to perfection is possible only through awareness, will, and
freedom. The Perfect Human is one who, through this substantial
motion, reaches the highest level of existence, uniting intellect, soul,
and being with Absolute Reality; such a person becomes the
manifestation of divine names and attributes and serves as the link
between the Creator and creation.

In Transcendent Philosophy, the realization of human perfection is
not merely an individual matter but is achieved within the context of
society and social interaction. Mulla Sadra conceives of the human
being as inherently social, whose spiritual, ethical, and epistemic
growth takes shape through cooperation, coexistence, and benefiting
from the experiences of others. The third and fourth journeys of the
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Asfar al-Arba‘a symbolize the social dimension of the human spiritual
journey—the return from the Truth to creation and active presence
within society—highlighting the significance of communal life in the
movement toward perfection and transcendence.

The Transcendent Society, based on Transcendent Philosophy, is
one in which the movement from imperfection to perfection unfolds at
both individual and collective levels, with its ultimate goal being
nearness to God and the realization of the Perfect Human within
collective life. This society is founded upon justice, freedom,
rationality, and spirituality, and its institutions and social relations are
organized to foster human growth and guide individuals toward truth
and perfection. It is a society that is knowledge-oriented and truth-
seeking, law-abiding, strong yet open, and characterized by social
cohesion. Within this framework, power is not an end in itself but a
means for enhancing rationality, morality, and the realization of
humanity’s spiritual and social aims.

This research demonstrates that Transcendent Philosophy is not
merely a metaphysical system, but a practical philosophy for social
reform, human development, and addressing epistemic and social
crises. By emphasizing a will oriented toward perfection and the role of
human awareness and freedom in the pursuit of perfection and social
interaction, Mulla Sadra offers a coherent model for the formation of a
transcendent society. Accordingly, Transcendent Philosophy can be
employed not only as a philosophy relevant to the Safavid era, but also
as a theoretical framework for the reform and guidance of
contemporary societies.

Keywords
Mulla Sadra; ignorant society; perfection; Perfect Human; transcendent
society.
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Abstract

The present study seeks to examine the role of reason in shaping the
political thought of Mohaqqiq Karaki. Given that Mohaqqiq Karaki
lived in a period marked both by the rise of Shi‘a political power in the
form of the Safavid state and by the intellectual confrontation between
Akhbaris and Usulis, Shii jurisprudence was faced with unprecedented
issues and transformations. Consequently, investigating the role of
reason in this context is of particular importance. From an
epistemological perspective, the significance of Mohaqqiq Karaki in
exploring the rational foundations of Usuli ijtihad in the history of
Shi‘i jurisprudence can be examined on two levels. First, he was
undoubtedly the first Shi‘i jurist who experienced his period of juridical
ijtihad not as the leader of a socially marginalized minority sect, but
rather in the position of providing religious guidance to a politically
aligned ruling power, namely the Safavid government. In other words,
due to the Safavid state’s emphasis on the promotion of Shi‘ism and
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the concentration of political power in Shi‘i hands, Mohaqqiq Thani was
inevitably confronted with new socio-juridical issues to which he could
not remain indifferent, even if he had wished to do so. Second, after
encountering these newly emerging social conditions, Mohaqqiq Karaki
was the first jurist who, at the crossroads between strict traditionalism
and rationalism, extensively adopted a rational approach. Although his
method of ijtihad was by no means as systematized as that of later Usuli
scholars such as Sahib al-Jawahir and Shaykh Ansari, it was
nevertheless clearly influenced by Usuli viewpoints.

Accordingly, the theoretical framework adopted for analyzing the
thought of this eminent jurist is the dual classification of independent
and non-independent rational propositions within the discussion of
rational indications in usul al-figh, a framework that itself is rooted in
the acceptance of the theological principle of rational good and evil
(husn wa qubh ‘agli). From a theological standpoint, rational good and
evil can be analyzed on the basis of the Ash‘ari and Mu‘tazili schools;
this study briefly reviews these approaches and then explains the Shi‘i
position in this regard. Subsequently, the influence of this theological
foundation on usul al-figh is examined.

As a result, the main research question is: To what extent has Mohaqqiq
Karaki’s political thought been influenced by rationalist tendencies?
Ultimately, the research hypothesis—that Mohaqqiq Karaki drew upon
reason in his political ijtihad both in affirming the necessity of
government and in addressing the legitimacy of political authority—
appears to be substantiated through an examination of various
dimensions of his political thought. In such a way, his juridical
methodology proves to be insightful not only for his own era but also for
contemporary conditions. Accordingly, the findings of this study
demonstrate that the influence of rational foundations, particularly
independent rational propositions, on Mohaqqiq Karaki’s political
thought was so substantial that attaining such a political theory without
them would have been nearly impossible. This is evident in the failure
of some of his Akhbari contemporaries to properly comprehend or
endorse his political practice.

Keywords
Independent rational propositions; Usul al-figh; rational good and
evil; legitimacy; ijtihad.
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One Society and Multiple Ethnicities:
A Study of the Efforts of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
and Imam Husayn (A.S.) to Eliminate Racial Discrimination®

Ibrahim Khalid Lutf al-Jawdi
Academic Researcher in Islamic Studies, Sana'a, Yemen.
alsnanyjwd41@gmail.com

Abstract
Throughout human history, ethnic differentiation has existed, and one
of its consequences has been the emergence of abhorrent racism
among societies. This racism ultimately led to numerous crimes, most
of which were committed against minority groups. Therefore, the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and Imam Husayn (A.S.) sought to
eliminate such racial discrimination through their actions, leaving
behind significant and lasting impacts. Accordingly, the objectives of
this study are:
¢ To identify Islam’s approach to combating racism and to examine
the Qur’anic concepts aimed at rejecting racial discrimination.
e To explore the Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) methodology in
combating racism, considering that Islam is a universal message
intended for all human societies.
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¢ To clarify the Prophet’s (PBUH) relationship with non-Arabs and
with the socially disadvantaged classes.

e To explain the values of the Husayni movement, in which
individuals participated independently of tribal affiliations,
thereby demonstrating its inherently humanistic character.

¢ To identify the nature of the relationship between Imam Husayn
(A.S.) and his non-Arab supporters.

The main research question is:

How did the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and Imam Husayn (A.S.)
succeed in eliminating racism through a series of important measures
that served as safeguards against all forms of racial discrimination?

This study employs several methodologies. First, the inferential
method was used to present evidence from Qur’anic concepts that
reject racism. Historical information and events were then analyzed
through the analytical method, leading to specific conclusions. The
study relies on numerous sources, particularly historical works such as
Tarikh al-Tabari, Nafas al-Mahmum, and Siyar A'lam al-Nubala'. Tt
also draws upon hadith collections from which narrations condemning
racism were extracted, including Tuhaf al-'Uqul and Sunan al-Nasa'i,
among others. Furthermore, modern studies addressing topics related
to this research were consulted. Qur’anic exegeses were also utilized to
understand the verses cited in the study. In addition, the descriptive
method was employed without intervening in the determination of
variables; thus, the topic or event was presented and its outcome
subsequently examined.

Findings

An Introductory Perspective on Racism

This study examines aspects of the history of racism and the formation
of civilizations and ethnic groups. Over time, civilizations came to
represent not a homeland but rather a particular ethnicity. Thus,
Roman civilization belonged exclusively to the Romans, and Sasanian
civilization exclusively to the Persians, and so forth. Elements
considered foreign were excluded from each civilization. One reason
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for this may be that civilizations became symbols of identity for their
founders and descendants. For example, if the founder of a civilization
originated from Athens, ethnic affiliation with that city became its
defining characteristic, while all others were marginalized. Likewise,
non-white individuals might perceive physical defects in white
individuals, and similar patterns can be observed in all forms of racial
prejudice.

The Islamic Call to Combat Racism

This study explores Islam’s call to combat racism through Qur’anic
verses, since the Noble Qur’an serves as the primary foundation and
criterion of this message.

The Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) Methods of Combating Racism
This section examines the Prophet’s efforts to dismantle racial barriers
through a series of stages that ultimately led to the complete abolition
of the concept of racism, which only re-emerged due to the actions of
later tyrannical individuals.

The Prophet’s (PBUH) strategy for eliminating racism consisted of
several interconnected approaches, including preaching, prophetic
teachings, and practical actions. Through these efforts, he succeeded in
transforming even the tribal and prejudiced elements of Quraysh and
integrating them into a broader human community. Consequently, the
Islamic community became the nucleus and representative of society
itself. Social hierarchies were abolished during his era, and no
individual held superiority over another except through faith and
piety.

The discussion in this section focuses on three major themes: “the

»”

identity of Husayn’s supporters,” “the identity of Husayn’s enemies,”
and “Husayn’s conduct toward his supporters.” The ultimate aim is to
understand the Karbala uprising from the perspective of social justice
and the effort to break racial barriers, which constitutes the central
concern of this study. Karbala is a universal human message rich in
lessons, insights, and values. It would be unjust, however, to view

Karbala solely through the narrow lens of historical narration.
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Research Conclusions

The study concludes that forms of racism have varied from one society
to another, with each community establishing its own criteria for
discrimination. The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was able to
eliminate racism by emphasizing that Islam is a universal religion not
confined by geography. Accordingly, participation in the Islamic
community was open to all without exception—men and women, Arabs
and non-Arabs, free persons and slaves alike.

The Prophet also employed various methods, including criticism of
racist attitudes and the establishment of alternative values, such as
making Islam and faith the true standards of social distinction and
advancement. He further adopted practical measures, such as
encouraging marriages between Arab women and non-Arab men to
eliminate ethnic distinctions. Additionally, he praised and drew close
to non-Arab companions because of their faith and devotion.

The Noble Qur’an played a major role in combating racism through
verses that directly addressed the issue, such as: “Indeed, the most
honorable of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you”
(Qur’an 49:13), along with many other verses. Thus, divine revelation
itself served as a powerful instrument in opposing racism.

Since the criterion for determining an individual’s status in Islam is
the level of their faith, Imam Husayn (A.S.) also contributed to the
eradication of racism by accepting non-Arabs into his camp and by
maintaining close emotional bonds with them. The small group
present at Karbala on the Day of Ashura demonstrated that claims of
Arab superiority were illusory and that pride in lineage could not
determine the fate of Imam Husayn (A.S.), despite his possessing the
noblest lineage of all. Moreover, the presence of non-Arab participants
at Karbala highlights the profound and universal nature of the cause
for which he stood.

Keywords
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Imam Husayn (A.S.), Racism, Arabs,
Non-Arabs, Islamic Society, Husseini Uprising, Ashura Uprising.
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' Abstract

The mission of the prophets, as delineated in the Holy Quran, is
fundamentally structured around two pivotal objectives: the ultimate
goal of human guidance and education, and the intermediate goal of
establishing justice and social equality within a monotheistic
framework. This scholarly inquiry explores how these objectives formed
the bedrock of the movement led by Imam Hussein (PBUH). Following
the migration of the Prophet of Islam to Medina, monumental efforts
were made to construct a society that serves as a cradle for human
development. Imam Hussein, nurtured in the household of monotheism
and following the path of his grandfather and father, initiated a
movement that was not merely a historical event but a profound
intellectual school. At the heart of this movement lies the concept of
Wilayah (divine authority), which serves as the central pillar and the
unifying thread of the entire Ashura epistemological system.
Methodologically, this study employs an analytical and descriptive
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approach to examine the intricate relationship between various
elements within the intellectual system of Imam Hussein (PBUH). It
demonstrates that Ashura is essentially a divine and political
movement rooted in a monotheistic vision. The research identifies that
the School of Ashura represents a comprehensive and integrated
system of knowledge and values, characterized by the intertwining of
fundamental conceptual dualities. These dualities—truth and falsehood,
love and hatred, mysticism and epic struggle, and honor and
humiliation—are not contradictory but complementary within the
framework of Wilayah.
One of the primary dualities analyzed is the relationship between
Yva love and hatred. In the school of Ashura, love is exclusively directed
L}gﬂ‘%ﬁm toward God and His infallible representatives, while hatred is a
i " principled rejection of falsehood, oppression, and injustice. This

H

;T duality finds its most potent expression in the Ziyarat Ashura, where
El the repetition of one hundred curses and one hundred greetings
¥ embodies the Shi'a philosophy of "Tabarra" (disassociation from evil)
} and "Tawalla" (devotion to the rightful leaders). The act of weeping for
?,3_“ the martyrdom of Imam Hussein, as emphasized by the Ahlul-Bayt, is
:'i not merely an emotional response but a conscious manifestation of
j this duality. It serves to keep the love for the infallible family alive
4 while simultaneously fueling a perpetual resistance against the
% perpetrators of injustice, which remains the secret behind the
g enduring nature of the Ashura movement.

§ Furthermore, the study delves into the duality of truth and
QE falsehood. Within Imam Hussein’s epistemological framework, these
g concepts are not measured by worldly power or military dominance,
2 but by divine will and guidance. Ashura is presented as an open arena

where two distinct currents—the current of truth and the current of
falsehood—confront one another. This was clearly articulated by the
Imam during his journey to Karbala when he remarked on the
abandonment of truth and the embrace of falsehood, urging the
believers to yearn for their meeting with the Lord. This perspective
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shifts the value framework from success-oriented pragmatism to duty-
oriented righteousness.

Another critical duality examined is the synthesis of mysticism
(Sufism in its purest spiritual sense) and the epic struggle. In this
context, mysticism represents the inner essence of the movement,
while the epic struggle serves as its outward manifestation. The night
of Ashura serves as a testament to this profound spirituality, where the
Imam and his companions spent their final hours in intense worship,
supplication, and drawing closer to the Divine. Historical accounts
describe the tents of the companions as sounding like the "buzzing of
bees" due to the collective fervor of their prayers, prostrations, and
recitations. This spiritual depth provided the necessary fortitude for
the epic heroism displayed on the day of battle, demonstrating that
true valor is a byproduct of profound spiritual connection.

Finally, the research highlights the free choice of honor over
humiliation as the pinnacle of practical faith in the conduct of Imam
Hussein. From his departure from Medina to the moment of his
martyrdom, every action taken by the Imam was an embodiment of
dignity, grandeur, and honor. Despite the immense pressures and the
tragic circumstances of Karbala, no trace of humiliation ever touched
the Imam, his family, or his companions. This unwavering commitment
to dignity stems from a sublime spirit nurtured in the house of
monotheism. The findings suggest that the enduring impact of Ashura
on human history is due to its ability to present a model of life where
political action is entirely infused with moral and spiritual values. The
movement proves that when a society is built upon the pillar of
Wilayah and the principles of monotheism, it can achieve a level of
resilience that transcends time and space, offering a perpetual guide
for humanity’s quest for justice and perfection.

Keywords

Imam Hussein (PBUH), Ashura Movement, Wilayah, Monotheistic
knowledge, Truth and Falsehood, love and hatred, Honor and
Humiliation, Mysticism and Epic Struggle, Social Justice.
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The Ethics of War and Peace Between the Prophetic Biography
and the Husayni Movement; A Study of Historical Sources”

Mohammed Ajel Atiyah
Professor, College of Education for Human Sciences, University of Karbala, Holy Karbala, Iraq.
mohammed.ajel @uokerbala.edu.iq

War has long been a controversial phenomenon accompanying human
history, driven by motives ranging from the instinct for survival to the
desire for domination. However, the Islamic message introduced a
fundamental conceptual transformation in the philosophy of power.
The Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him and his
family) transformed war from an absolute act of destruction into a
“necessity measured according to its need,” governed by strict ethical
regulations aimed at repelling aggression and establishing justice
rather than annihilation or revenge.

The Prophetic tradition laid the foundations for what may be
termed the “humanization of war” through regulations that prohibited
treachery, forbade targeting non-combatants, and made mercy the
governing principle over the sword even under the most difficult

* Atiyah, M. A (2025). The Ethics of War and Peace Between the Prophetic Biography
and the Husayni Movement; A Study of Historical Sources. Al-Fikr al-Siasi al-Islami,
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circumstances. Within Islamic history, the event of al-Taff (61 AH)
represents the most critical turning point and the true test of the
continuity of these Prophetic values after the departure of their
founder.

The movement of Imam Husayn (A.S.) was not merely a political
protest; rather, it was an exceptional attempt to reinfuse the Muslim
community with the Muhammadan values that had been weakened by
policies based on power devoid of ethics. Thus, Karbala emerges not
only as a human tragedy but also as a military and administrative
theater managed by Imam Husayn according to a methodology
entirely consistent with that of his grandfather, the Chosen Prophet.

A careful reading of historical sources reveals that Imam Husayn
faced a dual challenge at Karbala: the challenge of physical survival
against a vast army and the challenge of preserving the moral integrity
of warfare and the legitimacy of his ethical position. The evidence
indicates that he sacrificed the former for the sake of the latter,
preferring death to violating the ethical principles of Prophetic
warfare.

The significance of this study lies in highlighting an essential
dimension that may be overlooked by emotional readings of Karbala:
How were the ethics of war and peace reflected in Imam Husayn’s
conduct? And how did the events of al-Taff practically demonstrate the
principle that “Imam Husayn is the continuation of the Prophet of
justice and mercy”?

This research seeks to examine authoritative historical texts in
order to answer these questions, arguing that Husayn’s moral victory
was the result of his unwavering commitment to the Prophetic
jurisprudence of war.

The study relies on collecting primary material from its original
sources, analyzing and comparing historical reports in order to identify
the most significant aspects and milestones of the subject under
examination. The research strives for objectivity, impartiality, and
fidelity to historical truth. We ask Almighty God to grant us success in
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what pleases Him. Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds, and blessings
and peace be upon the Trustworthy Prophet and his pure and
immaculate Household until the Day of Judgment.

Research Question
The study revolves around the following central question:

How were the Prophetic ethics of war and peace manifested in the
military and leadership conduct of Imam Husayn (A.S.) during the
event of al-Taff, and what historical evidence demonstrates that his
movement was a methodological continuation of the Muhammadan
values of justice and mercy rather than merely a political conflict?

This central question gives rise to several secondary questions:

1. Did Imam Husayn adhere to the principle of prohibiting the
initiation of hostilities despite the imbalance of military
power?

2. How were humanitarian values embodied in Imam Husayn’s
treatment of his opponents, particularly the army of al-Hurr
ibn Yazid al-Riyahi?

3. What were the ethical differences between the Husayni camp,
which adhered to Prophetic principles, and the Umayyad
camp, which violated them, according to historical records?

Research Methodology

1. Employing the inductive historical method to trace reports
found in primary sources.

2. Using the comparative method to examine texts from the
Prophetic biography alongside those from the narratives of
Karbala.

3. Applying the analytical method to derive ethical implications
from historical events.

Findings
1. The study revealed Imam Husayn’s firm commitment to the
principle prohibiting the initiation of warfare as an established
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legal and religious norm. He refused to exploit the military
exhaustion of the opposing army during the initial encounter,
preferring to forgo a tactical advantage in order to preserve
the legitimacy of his defensive position in accordance with the
Prophetic instructions given to Imam Ali at Khaybar.

. The research identified a conscious prioritization of humanitarian

values over military interests, as demonstrated by the Husayni
camp’s provision of water to the opposing army and their
horses, despite the strategic importance of water as a means
of pressure in a desert environment. This reflects the
dominance of mercy over the material logic of war.

. The study documented the refusal of Imam Husayn’s envoy to

employ assassination or treachery to achieve decisive political
gains, based on doctrinal principles prohibiting believers from
engaging in betrayal. This reinforced the principle of the
moral superiority of means established by the Prophetic
tradition in confronting the tyranny of authority.

. The findings showed that war, in Husayni thought, was a

measure of necessity rather than an initial objective. Imam
Husayn exhausted every effort to employ dialogue, preaching,
and moral exhortation before military engagement, seeking
both the moral redemption of his opponents and the removal
of any historical excuse that might justify the ruling authority.

. The study further demonstrated, through defensive measures

and Dbattlefield arrangements, the Husayni leadership’s
concern for protecting vulnerable groups. Particular emphasis
was placed on shielding women and children from the conflict
and calling upon the opposing side to uphold human decency
in safeguarding non-combatants even under the harshest
conditions.

Conclusions
1. The findings establish a unity of method and purpose between
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the Prophetic biography and the Husayni movement. Imam
Husayn’s actions at Karbala were not merely political
reactions but a precise embodiment of the Muhammadan
ethical system. This confirms that the Husayni movement
constituted the legitimate moral continuation of the Prophet’s
message in both its peaceful and military dimensions.

. The study concludes that Imam Husayn’s adherence to ethical
regulations of warfare—such as refusing to initiate combat
and leaving the door of repentance open to his opponents—
negates any interpretation of the movement as a struggle for
political power. Rather, it demonstrates that the movement
was a moral and spiritual revival aimed at preserving the
ethical identity of the Muslim community, which had nearly
been overwhelmed by utilitarian politics.

. The research finds that the event of al-Taff presented an early
and unique model of what is now known as international
humanitarian law, through the distinction between combatants
and civilians, the prohibition of mutilating bodies, and the
rejection of thirst as a weapon of war. This demonstrates the
precedence of Islamic thought in formulating standards of just
warfare that preserve human dignity even under the harshest
circumstances.

. The results confirm that the success of the Husayni movement
should not be measured by immediate military standards but
rather by its ability to preserve the moral integrity of warfare
and the nobility of means. Through his commitment to
Prophetic ethics, Imam Husayn transformed a material
military defeat into a lasting moral victory, making his
movement a universal point of reference for liberation
movements seeking justice.

. The study provides an evidentiary argument refuting claims
that seek to deny the legitimacy of Imam Husayn’s uprising.
His commitment to avoiding bloodshed and presenting his
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case until the very last moments demonstrates his concern for
social peace and confirms that war was imposed upon him
rather than chosen voluntarily.

6. Finally, the study concludes that the Husayni movement
established an ethical school in dealing with opponents,
founded upon inclusion and mercy—as exemplified by the
case of al-Hurr ibn Yazid al-Riyahi. This reinforces the
principle that the objective of jihad in Islam is the guidance of
humanity and the establishment of truth, not extermination
or revenge.

Y Keywords
- - Prophetic Biography (Sirah), Imam Husayn Uprising, War Ethics,
L;"\é)‘ Z.JXi) Historical Chronicles, Justice and Mercy.
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Extended Abstract
Political conduct and diplomacy have always occupied a significant
position in societies from the past to the present. Given the expanding
international relations of the Islamic world within the framework of
diplomatic relations among states, the necessity of diplomacy from an
Islamic perspective has become increasingly evident. This reality
further underscores the importance of examining this subject. Islam
encompasses teachings that not only address an individual's religious
beliefs and convictions but also provide guidance and practical
solutions for all aspects of personal and social life. As the model for all
Muslims in every sphere of life, the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
emphasized the role of diplomacy in external relations more
prominently than other political concepts through his political conduct
and practice.

If diplomacy is regarded as a means of achieving political objectives,
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then the diplomacy of the Prophet (PBUH) during the early Islamic
period may be considered the ideal model for an Islamic political
system in this regard. His political conduct was founded upon human
values, ethical principles, and a realistic worldview. Moreover, this
approach may be viewed as deriving from divine guidance. In
contemporary discourse, diplomacy is often associated with deception,
hypocrisy, secrecy, manipulation, breach of agreements, opportunism,
and other negative values. However, an examination of diplomacy and
political behavior in Islam, particularly during the era of the Prophet
(PBUH), reveals a distinctly different model of political interaction.
Unlike many forms of Western diplomacy, Islamic diplomacy is
characterized by honesty, transparency, simplicity, the absence of
ostentatious displays of power, decisiveness, courage, and steadfastness.
Understanding and examining such an approach is of great significance
in the contemporary world.

From the Islamic perspective, the orientation of the foreign policy
of an Islamic state is influenced by the nature of international
relations. This orientation, in turn, determines the character of its
diplomacy. Thus, the true nature of Islamic diplomacy can be
understood through both the Islamic conception of international
relations and the principles governing foreign policy. Consequently,
comprehending the essence of diplomacy requires an examination of
prevailing theories of international relations and a comparison of these
theories with the Islamic perspective on diplomacy and political
conduct.

Any study of the foreign policy of an Islamic state must first clarify
the nature of international relations and the international system.
Understanding how different schools of thought and theories interpret
these concepts facilitates the analysis of broader political issues,
including the role of diplomacy and political behavior. It also enables
the examination of the methods, approaches, and political responses
that Islam has prescribed as guiding principles for relations among
nations and states. These principles are reflected in the political
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relations of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) with various peoples and
rulers of his time. Accordingly, this article seeks to answer the
following central question: What were the characteristics of Prophetic
diplomacy, and how did the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) interact
with the governments and rulers of his era? In addressing this
question, the study explains the nature of Prophetic diplomacy, the
principles and foundations of the Prophet’s foreign policy, and the
tools and methods he employed in pursuing an active diplomatic
strategy. As the final Messenger of God, the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) adopted innovative and distinctive approaches in his political
and foreign relations with contemporary rulers and governments.
Through this diplomatic strategy, he undertook significant measures to
promote and strengthen Islam. His active diplomacy stands as one of
the remarkable examples in the history of international relations. The
Prophet’s political conduct regarding diplomacy—including the
sending and receiving of envoys and the observance of diplomatic
rights—can serve as an inspiring model for human societies,
particularly Islamic countries.

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method and relies on
library-based research. The researcher seeks to explain and analyze the
political conduct of the Prophet (PBUH) in his interactions with rulers
and governors of his time so that contemporary Islamic societies may
draw upon this model to develop a sound diplomacy consistent with
Islamic principles.

The findings of this study may be summarized as follows:

1. Gaining a deeper understanding of the political methods and
diplomatic practices of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in
his interactions with non-Muslims and rulers.

2. Identifying the principles and standards of Islamic diplomacy
as reflected in the sayings and actions of the Prophet (PBUH),
whose conduct serves both as a practical model of Islamic
diplomacy and as a criterion for determining Islamic diplomatic
norms.
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3. Deriving guidelines for correcting certain practices employed
in the foreign policies of Islamic countries that may have been
adopted from prevailing international customs, thereby
contributing to the Islamization of foreign policy practices and
the reform of contemporary diplomatic standards within the
Muslim world.

Keywords
Islam; Prophet Muhammad (PBUH); Diplomacy; Rulers; Interactions
with Governments.
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Imamate as the Practical Continuation of the Prophet’s
Successorship; A Methodological Study of the
Significance of “Heir” in the Holy Qur’an”

Muhammad Muhammad Hasan Al Yasin
Ph.D. in Business Administration and Strategic Planning, University of Baghdad, Baghdad, Iraq.
dr.aalyasin@gmail.com

Extended Abstract
The primary objective of this research is to clarify the nature of Imam
Husayn’s (A.S.) blessed inheritance from his grandfather, the Noble
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), an inheritance in which all the
distinctive characteristics of the Muhammadan message were
manifested. This inheritance encompasses the unique dimensions,
principles, and contents of the Prophetic mission, including its values,
beliefs, and ethical foundations. From this principal objective emerge a
number of subsidiary goals.
The study proceeds from the following fundamental question:
o Are there textual and rational proofs indicating that Imam
Husayn (A.S.) inherited the station of divine Imamate through
his grandfather, the Chosen Prophet (PBUH)?

* Al Yasin, M. M H. (2025). Imamate as the Practical Continuation of the Prophet’s
Successorship; A Methodological Study of the Significance of “Heir” in the Holy
Qur’an. Al-Fikr al-Siasi al-1slami, 5(1), pp. 317-352.
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o Furthermore, does the meaning and significance of the term
“heir” (warith), as used in the Holy Qur’an, support this
conclusion?

To address this question, the study adopts the Content Analysis
Approach, which consists of a set of methodological procedures aimed
at uncovering latent meanings within a text and identifying the
interrelationships among those meanings through a systematic and
objective examination of its observable characteristics. This method is
employed to investigate the meaning and implications of Imam
Husayn’s inheritance from the Noble Prophet (PBUH) through an
analysis of the content and themes of selected Qur’anic verses.

Findings

The research concludes that Imam Husayn (A.S.) inherited three
fundamental prophetic characteristics shared by the prophets and
their designated successors:

1. The station of divine Imamate.

2. The scriptures, covenants, and trusts of the prophets.

3. The distinctive characteristic related to the prophetic mission
within society, through which a prophet, successor, or divinely
chosen individual is distinguished in the historical course of
the divine message.

In addition, God granted Imam Husayn (A.S.) a unique distinction
that was not bestowed upon any prophet, messenger, or successor.
God granted him a special rank in martyrdom, encompassing all of its
dimensions and meanings.

Thus, Imam Husayn (A.S.) attained:

¢ Luminous martyrdom (al-shahadah al-nuriyyah), as his spirit
existed in the world of lights glorifying and praising God.

¢ Celestial martyrdom (al-shahadah al-malakutiyyah), involving
witnessing the records of human deeds, just as his grandfather,
the Messenger of God (PBUH), did.
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¢ Conventional martyrdom (al-shahadah al-istilahiyyah), through
his sacrifice at Karbala.
Accordingly, he is regarded as the Master of the Martyrs in the
fullest sense of the term.

Research Results
The study reached the following conclusions:

e The term “heir” (warith)—as examined through various Arabic
lexicons—contains meanings of continuity and permanence. It
refers to a person who receives an inheritance or preserves
particular traditions and beliefs, thereby serving as a symbol
of continuity between generations. The bearer of inheritance
represents an ongoing connection between the past and the
present and assumes responsibility for preserving cultural and
familial legacies, values, and principles.

e One of the essential conditions of inheritance is the heir’s
eligibility to receive what is inherited, whether in matters of
creation or legislation. Whenever lineage or a legally recognized
cause is established, legitimate inheritance between father and
son is likewise established, both legally and, by analogy, in
matters of divine designation.

e The Qur’anic usage of the terms “inherit” (waritha), “heir”
(warith), and their derivatives reflects a broad and comprehensive
meaning encompassing civilizational dimensions and far-
reaching implications in both this world and the Hereafter.
These usages extend well beyond the narrow understanding of
inheritance as merely material possessions, wealth, or
property left behind after death.

e Scholars and researchers have endeavored to explain the
meanings and implications of “inheritance” and “heir” in
accordance with the objectives of the Qur’anic verses. Their

interpretations have included inheritance of the earth,
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knowledge, virtue, Imamate, the divine scripture, Paradise,
and al-Firdaws.

e According to the study, the phrase “those whom We have
chosen” in Quran 35:32 and the expression “those who
inherited the Book” refer to the descendants of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) and the progeny of Fatimah (A.S.). The
divinely chosen individual must possess qualities that qualify
him to guide humanity to the straight path. Such a person is
not free to choose whether or not to assume this role; rather,
by divine appointment (ja7), he becomes the objective link
between humanity and God. He embodies the connection
between the Supreme Ideal and humankind. In this sense, the vy.
prophets are God’s heirs in practice, entrusted successively Lf\?ﬂ‘% “ S}“
with the divine mission as long as human life continues.

e The role of Imamate merges with and extends the role of
Prophethood beyond the Prophet’s lifetime. The divine message
requires continuity and completion after the Prophet’s mission.

Yoo ) sl @ udxod!

Therefore, Imamate constitutes the practical and genuine
continuation of the succession of the Messenger Muhammad
(PBUH). Just as the Prophet is God’s representative on earth,
the Imam likewise inherits this role in order to preserve the
path of divine succession and fulfill its objectives. Consequently,
all arguments establishing the necessity of Prophethood may
also be used to establish the necessity of Imamate.
Prophethood without Imamate would represent an incomplete
reality, which contradicts the essence of Islam as a message
destined to continue until the Day of Resurrection. Prophethood
is the beginning of a life, while Imamate is the continuation of
that life.

¢ The Noble Prophet (PBUH) explicitly designated his heir after
him, namely Amir al-Mu'minin Ali ibn Abi Talib (A.S.),
according to authenticated narrations. This declaration was
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made by divine command. Thus, Ali (A.S.) and the Imams
from his progeny became the heirs of the Prophet (PBUH) and
of all the prophets before him.

e For more than fourteen centuries, the Husayni phenomenon
has continued to inherit the prophetic and historical
characteristics brought by the Noble Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), the prophets, and their successors. It has preserved
the movement of divine messages and safeguarded their
intellectual, spiritual, historical, and future-oriented dimensions,
serving as a source of guidance and renewal across generations.

¥y Keywords
t_;"\%)p" 7¥ Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (A.S.), Imam

~ Husayn (A.S.), Inheritance, Imamate, Caliphate, Heir.
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=%+ Extended Abstract
The Holy Qur’an is the primary source of religious knowledge and the
structural foundation of Islamic thought. It has always served as a
central axis in forming the political, social, and legal perspectives of
Muslims. Since the inception of Islamic thought, thinkers have sought
to extract the principles necessary for organizing political life from the
Qur’anic text. However, contemporary Islamic political jurisprudence
entered a new phase with the emergence of the "Jurisprudence of
Systems" (Figh al-Nizamat) theory and the adoption of a systemic
approach to jurisprudence. This approach opened broader horizons for
understanding the Qur’anic text as a reference for building an Islamic
political system, rather than just a source for individual or partial
rulings.

In this context, Ayatollah Sheikh Mohsen Araki occupies a prominent
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position among contemporary jurists. Araki is one of the most
distinguished students of the martyr Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad
Baqir al-Sadr and a founder of the "Jurisprudence of the System"
approach in the Islamic Seminary of Qom. This methodology
encompasses political, economic, and cultural jurisprudence, among
other fields of social life. Alongside his academic standing, Araki
possesses extensive administrative and missionary experience, playing
a significant role in explaining and disseminating the theory of the
Islamic political system in academic circles across the Islamic world.

This research aims to analyze the Qur’anic foundations in Ayatollah
Mohsen Araki’s political thought—a thought situated within the
"Jurisprudence of Systems" theory, which makes the Holy Qur’an the
primary source for defining the political structure of Islam and
producing political knowledge. The importance of this study lies in the
fact that, despite Araki’s prolific writings, there is as yet no
independent study that systematically treats the Qur’anic foundations
of his political theory. This study seeks to fill this gap by uncovering
the Qur’anic bases that form the structure of his theory and the way
they are employed in constructing the Islamic political system.

The primary goal of this article is to extract and clarify the Qur’anic
foundations in Araki’s political thought. From this goal arises the
central research question: "What are the Qur’anic foundations that
constitute the basic structure of Araki’s political theory, and how are
these foundations manifested in the process of building the Islamic
political system?"

Several sub-objectives stem from this, most importantly: clarifying
the position of Lordship and Monotheism in building the theory of
sovereignty; analyzing the Qur’anic concept of Khalifa (Succession/
Vicegerency) and its role in defining human political responsibility;
explaining the nature and role of revelatory knowledge in the theory of
governance; studying the Qur’anic conceptual system surrounding
Wilayah (Authority), Shura (Consultation), Ummah (Community), and
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Justice; and demonstrating the relationship between divine government
and the project of "Qur’anic Civilization" in Araki's thought.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, relying on
data collected through a systematic reading of Araki’s primary works,
such as Jurisprudence of the Islamic Political System, The Theory of
Governance in Islam, and his lectures on political globalism. The
analysis utilized "Thematic Analysis" and directed content analysis to
extract and categorize Qur’anic themes.

Research Results: The study reveals that Araki’s political thought is
built upon three main Qur’anic pillars:

1. Exclusivity of Sovereignty to the Divine Essence: Araki
considers this the ontological basis of the Islamic political
system. Sovereignty and legislation are the exclusive right of
God Almighty, and no power possesses independent
legitimacy outside the scope of Divine Will. In this view,
Monotheism (Tawhid) transforms into a political structure
where Islam and worship are defined as social-political
submission to Divine Sovereignty.

2. Human Vicegerency (Khalifa): According to the Qur’an, the
human being is "commissioned” to manifest Divine Will on
earth. Succession represents the essence of political and social
responsibility. Authority is not an end in itself but a means to
establish justice and implement God's laws. Freedom is
understood as the capacity to fulfill this responsibility, not as
liberation from Shar’i boundaries.

3. Revelatory Guidance and Qur’anic Knowledge: Araki elevates
political jurisprudence from the level of partial rulings to the
"Jurisprudence of Systems," which extracts political,
economic, and cultural structures from revelatory texts.
Islamic politics, for him, can only be established by combining
Revelation and "Ijtihiadi" Reason in the system-building

process.
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The results also highlight that Araki’s theory includes a civilizational
dimension represented by the concept of "Qur’anic Urbanism/
Civilization," where divine government serves as the starting point for
a civilization based on religious science, structural justice, and social
servitude to God.

The study demonstrates that the Qur’an occupies a central position
in Al-Araki’s theory, and that political jurisprudence in his vision is not
limited to managing partial details but transforms into a tool for
building the overarching social system and achieving the project of
Islamic civilization. The pillars of Monotheism (Tawhid), Succession
(Khalifa), and Revelatory Guidance constitute a theoretical framework
that provides concepts such as Guardianship (Wilayah), Consultation
(Shura), Justice, and the Ummah with a new and interconnected
structure.

The study proposes a set of paths for future research, including:
“conducting comparative studies between Al-Araki’s theory and other

» <«

schools of Islamic political jurisprudence,” “examining the ability of
this model to address contemporary governance issues, such as the
digital sphere and multicultural societies,” and “analyzing the practical
mechanisms of justice and accountability within the Wilayi
(guardianship-based) system.” The study emphasizes that these steps
will contribute to enriching the theory of “Jurisprudence of Systems”
and enhancing its applicability in the process of building contemporary

Islamic civilization.

Keywords
Holy Qur’an, Mohsen Araki, Political Thought, Jurisprudence of
Systems, Sovereignty, Succession (Khalifa).
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1. The Guest Editor-in-Chief for this issue is Dr. Mahmoud Fallah.
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