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Abstract

This study seeks to explicate a model of the political system and the
ideal state based on the Holy Qur’an, adopting a systems approach
within the framework of political philosophy. While Qur’anic studies
are commonly situated within jurisprudential, mystical, or theological
frameworks, this article moves beyond these conventional approaches
to discover and infer the components of a divine system of governance
distinct from secular models. The ultimate objective of this political
system is the realization of the divine command to establish the
religion (igamat al-din), as emphasized in the verse: “He has ordained
for you of religion what He enjoined upon Noah ... [saying], ‘Establish
the religion’ (Qur’an, al-Shura 42:13). Accordingly, one dimension of

1. This article is derived from a research project conducted at the Research Center for
Qur’anic Culture and Sciences, Islamic Sciences and Culture Acadmey.
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establishing the religion—addressed to all monotheistic worshippers—
is fulfilled through recognizing and instituting Islamic systems.

The innovation of this research operates on two levels. First, a
systemic innovation that, by offering a structured framework, enables
deep and comprehensive comparison with other political systems.
Second, an innovation in content and concepts, which introduces
fundamental and distinctive components—such as taqwa (piety),
tazkiya (purification), the linkage of leadership to tawhid
(monotheism), and the precedence of the ummah and leadership over
the state—as integral elements of the Qur’anic political theory.

Methodologically, the study combines inferential analysis with the
theory of signification—employing the three levels of denotative,
implicative, and necessary meanings—alongside the method of istintag
al-Qur’an (interrogating the Qur’an). Through this approach, the
article proposes a novel divine model of governance whose ultimate
end is establishing the religion, and contends that a return to its
foundations delineates the path to human felicity and salvation.

The central question addressed is: What structure and functions
characterize the Qur’anic model of the political system? To answer this
overarching question, eight subsidiary questions are examined based
on a systems-analytical framework.

First, regarding the necessity of establishment, the findings indicate
that the Qur'an—by emphasizing the command to establish the
religion and the need to ensure comprehensive security encompassing
both worldly life and the Hereafter—deems the formation of a divine
state necessary. This necessity is also reflected in Qur’anic narratives,
such as the story of Talut.

Second, concerning constituent elements, in addition to the four
elements common to all states (territory, population, government, and
sovereignty), the Qur’an highlights three exclusive pillars: tawhid as
the foundation, divine leadership as the axis, and Islam as the
comprehensive roadmap.

Third, in analyzing the boundaries of the Islamic political system, a
structural distinction is observed. At the operational level of the state,
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geographical and contractual borders are recognized; however, at the
identity level of the ummah and leadership, Islam is universal and
transboundary. This distinction offers a solution for reconciling the
universality of religious teachings with the practical realities of
governance.

Fourth, with respect to the power network, the criteria for selecting
officials include merit, expertise, trustworthiness, and justice. The use
of non-Muslims in non-sovereign and service-oriented positions—
subject to specific regulations—is considered permissible. Moreover,
the participation of women in the sphere of social management is
affirmed, based on Qur’anic verses and precedent.

Fifth, the decision-making center resides in divine leadership,
whose legitimacy is intrinsic and derives from God. This leadership
exercises final authority within the framework of Sharia, utilizing
consultation (shura) as a method and allegiance (bay‘a) as public
confirmation and commitment. In times of crisis, this central authority
is strengthened to preserve the system.

Sixth, the scope of authority and duties of the Islamic state is
extensive, encompassing both fixed matters (such as the promotion of
monotheism, provision of multidimensional security, implementation
of justice, and enjoining good and forbidding evil) and contingent
matters (responding to the changing needs of society). The state is
obligated to provide a good life (hayat tayyiba) for all citizens, while
respecting privacy, unless an overriding public interest necessitates
otherwise.

Seventh, in analyzing the process of power, the Qur’an outlines
three overarching models: the ideal model of love and affection, which
establishes relationships grounded in faith and beneficence; the model
of religious democracy, which, within the framework of Islamic
rulings, is based on participation and consultation; and the
condemned tyrannical (taghuti) model, founded on despotism and
transgression.

Eighth, regarding feedback, the Qur’an establishes a robust and
active oversight system through the key principle of enjoining good
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and forbidding evil. Accordingly, constructive criticism and protest by
the people against governmental decisions—within criteria such as
justice and anti-corruption—not only are permitted but are necessary
to ensure the health and dynamism of the system.

In sum, by moving beyond prevailing approaches in Qur’anic
studies and relying on the methods of istintag (a thematic—analytical
reading of the Qur’an), systems analysis, and signification, this
research succeeds in extracting a coherent and innovative model of the
ideal political system from the Holy Qur’an.

Keywords
Qur’anic political system; Islamic state; theorization; leadership;
ummah; feedback.
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Civilizational Public: An Examination of the Coordinating
Elements Enabling People to Play a Civilizational
Role Based on the Holy Qur’an”

Seyyed Meysam Mirtajoddini

Thought, Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Qom, Iran.

sharif@isca.ac.ir

Abstract

This article aims to address a theoretical gap in civilizational studies
concerning the human foundation of civilization. The central problem
of the research is that, despite the prevailing focus of scholars on the
software (cultural-ideational) and hardware (institutional-material)
dimensions of civilization, the element of people is often treated
merely as a neutral and purely instrumental “hardware,” whereas not
every aggregation of human beings inherently possesses the capacity
for civilization-building. Drawing on conceptual analysis and thematic
exegesis, the author seeks to explain how the Holy Qur’an transforms a
scattered mass of human beings into a civilization-building public. In
the first step, the study distinguishes between bashar as a biological
being and nas as a volitional and responsible being, arguing that, in

* Mirtajoddini, S. M. (2025). Civilizational Public: An Examination of the Coordinating
Elements Enabling People to Play a Civilizational Role Based on the Holy Qur’an. Al-
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Qur’anic logic, nas emerges when the human being transcends animal
instincts and lives on the basis of will and duty. Since the aggregation
of diverse human wills is inherently prone to conflict and tension, the
article then seeks to identify the coordinating element in the Qur’an.
The findings show that the Divine Name al-Rahman (the All-Merciful)
constitutes the central axis of this cohesion. In contrast to totemic and
tribal deities that theorized discrimination and enslavement, this
Name introduces a universal and all-encompassing mercy that equally
embraces all members of nas and provides the theological foundation
for the negation of superiority and domination.

The article then turns to the domain of institutions and symbols. By
analyzing the relationship between the ‘Arsh (the Throne) as the center
of divine governance and the Bayt (the House) as its earthly
manifestation, the Ka‘ba is presented not merely as a ritual structure
but as a house for nas—one that orients diverse human wills. In this
framework, the Ka‘ba functions as the point of connection between
heaven and earth and as a compass of human fitra (innate nature),
guaranteeing the security and unity of the civilizational public.
Furthermore, the study emphasizes the irreplaceable role of the hero
and the Imam in the process of forming a civilizational public.
Through an examination of the concepts of futuwwa (chivalry) and
ukhuwwa (brotherhood), and by referring to examples such as the
Companions of the Cave, the author demonstrates that collective wills
require embodiment in exemplary figures who, through self-sacrifice
and action for the “other,” create bonds that transcend rigid social
contracts. This bond, which takes the form of brotherhood, elevates
nas from mere consumption to the stage of rising for justice (qiyam li-
[-qist) and civilizational productivity.

Ultimately, the article arrives at the overarching conclusion that the
Qur’anic ideal civilization is the product of harmonizing human wills
around tawhid (monotheism) and the negation of discrimination. The
author distinguishes between democracy, which is based on the
instinctual desires of the majority, and civilizational republicanism,
which is grounded in fitra and transcendent will, and maintains that
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popular presence in the very process of the evolution and optimization
of the political system is an undeniable pillar. The final conclusion of
the study indicates that without the process of forming nas on the
basis of the system of truth and will, short-term partisan and factional
goals render the path of civilization-building uneven. Therefore, the
civilization-building public in the Qur’an is a volitional collectivity
that, centered on al-Rahman, the Bayt, and transcendent models (the
Imam), moves from multiplicity to unity and bears the heavy
responsibility of constructing a just civilization. This research offers a
theoretical pathway for overcoming social deadlocks and attaining a
society in which the rational and spiritual growth of human beings is
realized simultaneously.

Keywords
nas; civilizational public; will; al-Rahman; ‘Arsh; Bayt.
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A Civilizational Approach to Political
Justice in the Holy Qur’an”

Seyyed Kazem Seyyed Bagheri
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sbaqri86@yahoo.com

Abstract
Although Islamic civilization, during the period commonly referred to
as its “Golden Age,” drew extensively on the teachings and directives of
the Holy Qur’an and succeeded in producing remarkable achievements
in scientific, cultural, social, and political domains, this historical
experience cannot be regarded as the full and final realization of a
justice-centered, Qur’an-based civilization. Achieving such a civilization
requires a renewed, conscious, and methodical return to the Qur’anic
text through a civilizational, inclusive, and comprehensive lens. This
return should not be reduced to limited, fragmentary, individualistic,
or purely ethical readings; rather, it demands a deep, systematic, and
structural understanding of the Qur’an’s foundational concepts—
especially the concept of justice—and of its principles, criteria, and
functions in the realm of collective life.

Each Qur’anic concept, in itself, possesses the capacity to guide
Islamic society toward human and civilizational excellence. However,
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when justice, as the backbone of this intellectual constellation, is
placed alongside other core Qur’anic principles such as tawhid
(monotheism), human dignity, social responsibility, and the negation
of oppression and corruption, a coherent, identity-forming, and
distinctive structure emerges. This structure differentiates Islamic
civilization from prevailing civilizational models—often grounded in
power-centrism, utilitarianism, or domination—and endows it with an
ethical, humane, and divine logic.

Since the Holy Qur’an is recognized as the primary and authentic
source of Islamic civilization, rereading its foundational teachings—
particularly in the domains of politics, power, and social order—
through a civilizational approach can play a strategic role in guiding
Islamic society toward a superior civilization. Such an approach not
only contributes to the organization of political and social structures
but also provides the conditions for the flourishing of individual and
collective capacities of citizens within the Islamic state. Within this
framework, political justice is not merely an individual moral virtue or
a religious recommendation; rather, it constitutes a foundational,
norm-setting, and structure-building value whose realization is an
essential condition for the health and stability of the political order.

Political justice, in this sense, ensures that officials, institutions,
and power-related structures are placed in their proper and rightful
positions, preventing deviation, discrimination, and the abuse of
power. It also guarantees that citizens’ rights are secured and
implemented not arbitrarily or temporarily, but fairly, systematically,
and sustainably. In the Qur’anic logic, political justice lays the
groundwork for people’s free, conscious, and responsible participation
in determining their own destiny, while simultaneously enabling the
restraint, limitation, and supervision of political power. This form of
justice paves the way for the realization of rights, prevents the
concentration of power, and confronts despotism and corruption,
ultimately leading to the establishment of a political order in which
power serves truth, justice, and human dignity rather than functioning
as a tool of domination and autocracy.

Employing the method of ijtihadi (juristic-analytical) interpretation
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of the Holy Qur’an, this article seeks to examine and analyze the
functions of political justice in the process of the formation and
development of the New Islamic Civilization. The main hypothesis of
the study is that, by relying on the language, logic, and teachings of the
Qur’an, the foundational and civilization-building elements of political
justice can be identified across three essential spheres. The first is the
sphere of a just worldview, grounded in monotheism, the intrinsic
dignity of the human being, individual and social responsibility, and
the negation of all forms of unjust domination. The second is the
sphere of a just culture and lifestyle, encompassing values, norms,
social ethics, and behavioral patterns compatible with justice. The
third is the sphere of a just political—social system, which focuses on
organizing power structures, legislation, institution-building, and
social relations on the basis of justice.

In light of these three elements, the civilizational functions of
political justice from the Qur’anic perspective can be observed in multiple
domains. These include the formation of civilizational rationality, leading
to collective decision-making based on reason, public interest, and future-
oriented thinking; the expansion of civilizational ethics, which purifies
social and political relations from violence, discrimination, and autocracy;
the prevention of despotism, corruption, and civilizational decline; the
strengthening of empathy, cohesion, and civilizational convergence
among diverse social groups; and, finally, the promotion of forbearance,
dialogue, and constructive interaction with other civilizations while
preserving Islamic identity and principles.

The realization of these functions facilitates the emergence, continuity,
and flourishing of the New Islamic Civilization and establishes political
justice as a fundamental pillar of its dynamism, vitality, and sustainability.
The novelty of this article lies in moving beyond an abstract and purely
conceptual treatment of political justice to an exploration of its
civilization-building functions in light of the teachings of the Holy Qur’an,
thereby redefining political justice as an active, dynamic, and influential
force in the process of Islamic civilization-building.

Keywords

The Holy Qur’an; civilization; political justice.
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Abstract

Nearly all ancient religions possessed certain centers that emerged for
various reasons, such as being the birthplace of a prophet, hosting a
principal temple or place of worship, or serving as the site of
significant religious, political, or epic events. Over time, many of these
centers experienced decline or lost their genuine spiritual functions.
Drawing on Qur’anic verses and employing a content analysis
approach, this article examines four major religious locations in
history—Babylon, Jerusalem, Mecca, and Medina—by offering a brief
overview of their historical trajectories and destinies, with a focus on
their religious centrality. It appears that humanity’s turn toward each
of these cities represents successive stages in its quest to discover a
religious and spiritual center and a point of connection between
heaven and earth. The findings of this study indicate that the spiritual
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expectations associated with Babylon and Jerusalem were not
adequately fulfilled. Mecca, too, proved to be an unsuitable host for the
Final Prophet and his religious law; consequently, after his expulsion
from Mecca, the Prophet laid the foundations of a religious and
humane civilization in Medina—one that was unparalleled at the time
and whose many dimensions have yet to be fully explored.
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Religious centrality; Babylon and Jerusalem; Mecca and Medina.
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Abstract
This study employs the methodology of Thomas L. Spragens to reread
and analyze the thought of Sadr al-Din Shirazi (Mulla Sadra) in order
to demonstrate how Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikma al-
Muta‘aliyya), as a novel philosophical system, offered responses to the
epistemic and social crises of the Safavid era. Based on Spragens’s
four-stage framework, the research first identifies the crises of Mulla
Sadra’s time, then analyzes their causes, outlines the desirable order
and ideal society, and finally extracts the proposed path out of crisis
from within his philosophical thought. Mulla Sadra viewed the society
of his time as afflicted by a form of ignorance and jahiliyya resulting
from subjective factors such as excessive imitation, hostility toward
reason, literalism, and the inadequacies of Peripatetic and
Illuminationist philosophies.

By critically examining earlier philosophical schools—particularly
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Peripatetic and Illuminationist philosophy—Mulla Sadra argues that
although these systems grasped aspects of truth, their inherent
limitations prevented them from presenting a comprehensive account
of existence and human perfection. He regarded imitation-based
religiosity, superficial faith, sectarian fanaticism, the shallow
approaches of some jurists and Sufis, as well as determinism and
superstition, as major obstacles to the advancement of knowledge and
rationality. In his view, without genuine reflection and insight, human
beings remain trapped in ignorance and misguidance, and society,
lacking intellectual and moral growth, inevitably falls into crisis and
stagnation. In addition to these subjective factors, he also identifies
objective causes such as power-seeking, worldliness, fatalism, and
superstition as forces that intensified these crises. These conditions, he
argues, led to intellectual rigidity within the scholarly community,
rendered society incapable of responding to emerging issues, and
halted humanity’s path of rational and spiritual development.

Mulla Sadra formulates the way out of this crisis through
Transcendent Philosophy, a philosophical system grounded in
ontological principles such as the primacy of existence, the gradation
of being, substantial motion, and the unity of the intellect, the
intellector, and the intelligible. This system views the human being as
a dynamic, free, and capable agent on a path of growth and perfection,
emphasizing that the substantial motion of the human being from
deficiency to perfection is possible only through awareness, will, and
freedom. The Perfect Human is one who, through this substantial
motion, reaches the highest level of existence, uniting intellect, soul,
and being with Absolute Reality; such a person becomes the
manifestation of divine names and attributes and serves as the link
between the Creator and creation.

In Transcendent Philosophy, the realization of human perfection is
not merely an individual matter but is achieved within the context of
society and social interaction. Mulla Sadra conceives of the human
being as inherently social, whose spiritual, ethical, and epistemic
growth takes shape through cooperation, coexistence, and benefiting
from the experiences of others. The third and fourth journeys of the
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Asfar al-Arba‘a symbolize the social dimension of the human spiritual
journey—the return from the Truth to creation and active presence
within society—highlighting the significance of communal life in the
movement toward perfection and transcendence.

The Transcendent Society, based on Transcendent Philosophy, is
one in which the movement from imperfection to perfection unfolds at
both individual and collective levels, with its ultimate goal being
nearness to God and the realization of the Perfect Human within
collective life. This society is founded upon justice, freedom,
rationality, and spirituality, and its institutions and social relations are
organized to foster human growth and guide individuals toward truth
and perfection. It is a society that is knowledge-oriented and truth-
seeking, law-abiding, strong yet open, and characterized by social
cohesion. Within this framework, power is not an end in itself but a
means for enhancing rationality, morality, and the realization of
humanity’s spiritual and social aims.

This research demonstrates that Transcendent Philosophy is not
merely a metaphysical system, but a practical philosophy for social
reform, human development, and addressing epistemic and social
crises. By emphasizing a will oriented toward perfection and the role of
human awareness and freedom in the pursuit of perfection and social
interaction, Mulla Sadra offers a coherent model for the formation of a
transcendent society. Accordingly, Transcendent Philosophy can be
employed not only as a philosophy relevant to the Safavid era, but also
as a theoretical framework for the reform and guidance of
contemporary societies.

Keywords
Mulla Sadra; ignorant society; perfection; Perfect Human; transcendent
society.
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Abstract

The present study seeks to examine the role of reason in shaping the
political thought of Mohaqqiq Karaki. Given that Mohaqqiq Karaki
lived in a period marked both by the rise of Shi‘a political power in the
form of the Safavid state and by the intellectual confrontation between
Akhbaris and Usulis, Shii jurisprudence was faced with unprecedented
issues and transformations. Consequently, investigating the role of
reason in this context is of particular importance. From an
epistemological perspective, the significance of Mohaqqiq Karaki in
exploring the rational foundations of Usuli ijtihad in the history of
Shi‘i jurisprudence can be examined on two levels. First, he was
undoubtedly the first Shi‘i jurist who experienced his period of juridical
ijtihad not as the leader of a socially marginalized minority sect, but
rather in the position of providing religious guidance to a politically
aligned ruling power, namely the Safavid government. In other words,
due to the Safavid state’s emphasis on the promotion of Shi‘ism and
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the concentration of political power in Shi‘i hands, Mohaqqiq Thani was
inevitably confronted with new socio-juridical issues to which he could
not remain indifferent, even if he had wished to do so. Second, after
encountering these newly emerging social conditions, Mohaqqiq Karaki
was the first jurist who, at the crossroads between strict traditionalism
and rationalism, extensively adopted a rational approach. Although his
method of ijtihad was by no means as systematized as that of later Usuli
scholars such as Sahib al-Jawahir and Shaykh Ansari, it was
nevertheless clearly influenced by Usuli viewpoints.

Accordingly, the theoretical framework adopted for analyzing the
thought of this eminent jurist is the dual classification of independent
and non-independent rational propositions within the discussion of
rational indications in usul al-figh, a framework that itself is rooted in
the acceptance of the theological principle of rational good and evil
(husn wa qubh ‘agli). From a theological standpoint, rational good and
evil can be analyzed on the basis of the Ash‘ari and Mu‘tazili schools;
this study briefly reviews these approaches and then explains the Shi‘i
position in this regard. Subsequently, the influence of this theological
foundation on usul al-figh is examined.

As a result, the main research question is: To what extent has Mohaqqiq
Karaki’s political thought been influenced by rationalist tendencies?
Ultimately, the research hypothesis—that Mohaqqiq Karaki drew upon
reason in his political ijtihad both in affirming the necessity of
government and in addressing the legitimacy of political authority—
appears to be substantiated through an examination of various
dimensions of his political thought. In such a way, his juridical
methodology proves to be insightful not only for his own era but also for
contemporary conditions. Accordingly, the findings of this study
demonstrate that the influence of rational foundations, particularly
independent rational propositions, on Mohaqqiq Karaki’s political
thought was so substantial that attaining such a political theory without
them would have been nearly impossible. This is evident in the failure
of some of his Akhbari contemporaries to properly comprehend or
endorse his political practice.

Keywords
Independent rational propositions; Usul al-figh; rational good and
evil; legitimacy; ijtihad.
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