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The Idea of Reform and Its Role in the Awakening of Nations
(With a View to the Uprising of Imam Husayn,
as an Exemplary Model)
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Reform is both a civilizational idea and a transcendent moral value,
without which the proper organization of human societies cannot be
realized. From the very day human beings set foot on this earth and
social communities were formed, the quest began for a social system
that could regulate human life, safeguard rights, and bring security
and stability. What binds these human communities together is a
shared belief, a common religion, or a converging idea—something
that not only organizes the affairs of society but also shapes the very
identity upon which it is founded. The ultimate goal and highest aim of
the idea of reform is the establishment of a righteous and worthy
system—a system founded upon compassion, justice, and equality; one
that pursues human happiness, elevates dignity and spiritual worth,
and improves material well-being. Such a system upholds the scales of
justice and equity in society, employing its power and influence to
safeguard resources and the destiny of the community—an
undertaking regarded as one of the noblest priorities of governance. In

1. Bahraini intellectual and writer, head of the political office of "the Bahrain Islamic Action
Movement". alrashed62(@gmail.com
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the absence of reform, however, conditions give rise to oppressive and
tyrannical governments—systems that exploit power and influence to
secure selfish interests and personal gains of their rulers, all at the
expense of the people, human dignity, and societal resources. Within
such unjust systems, people are enslaved through despotic power,
shackled by the whims and ambitions of rulers. By means of coercion
and force, these rulers subjugate society, driving it into backwardness
and moral as well as social decline. The idea of reform becomes an
ethical necessity and an unavoidable duty when the ruling system
abandons its lofty mission—namely, the safeguarding of justice, the
protection of the community’s resources, and the preservation of its
assets—and instead turns power into an instrument of domination,
hegemony, and exploitation of the wealth and destiny of society. In
such circumstances, instead of preserving public values, with justice at
their core, governance falls into the abyss of oppression, corruption,
and vice, thereby losing its very essence. In this article, we examine the
importance of the idea of reform and its vital role in the awakening
and flourishing of nations. We also reflect on how balance may be
maintained between political power and its moral mission—namely,
the preservation, protection, and safeguarding of justice, as well as the
guardianship of the resources and destiny of societies.

Keywords
Reform, Change, Movement, Husayn ibn Ali (peace be upon him),
Ashura Uprising, Islamic Ummah.
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The Criterion for Distinguishing the Land of Islam from the Land
of Unbelievers from the Perspective of Islamic Jurisprudence

Rashid Rekabian? Mahdi Moazzami GoodarziZ
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From ancient times, once the concept of borders emerged and states
were established, the issue of defining boundaries and geographical
domains has been a matter of debate and theorization. These borders,
in every country, hold special significance, being recorded and
confirmed in international documents, global agreements, and
transnational law, and are regarded as a symbol of national
sovereignty. However, in Islamic political jurisprudence, a different
form of demarcation of the world is presented, dividing nations into
two fundamental regions: Dar al-Islam (the Abode of Islam) and Dar
al-Kufr (the Abode of Unbelief). On this basis, the study of the concept
of dar in Islamic jurisprudence illustrates the elevated position of
safeguarding and protecting Islamic lands, a matter emphasized in
numerous Qur’anic verses and narrations that command and
recommend border-keeping and the protection of the frontiers of
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Islamic territories. (Statement of the Problem). This descriptive-
analytical study, based on library research and note-taking, seeks to
explain the position of dar in Islamic political jurisprudence and the
defense of it (Method). Accordingly, the central question of this
research is: On what basis are the geographical borders of Islam and
unbelief defined, and from a jurisprudential perspective, where does
the domain of Dar al-Islam and Dar al-Kufr lie? (Research Question).
The hypothesis of this research argues that: *The criterion for
determining borders is the legal sovereignty of the Islamic ruler, or in
other words, the effective enforcement of Islamic rulings within a
territory—whether the majority population is Muslim or not. This is
because non-Muslims are dealt with on the basis of agreements of
protection (aman). According to this criterion, no land is permanently
Dar al-Kufr or Dar al-Islam.

Keywords
Dar, Dar al-Islam, Dar al-Kufr, Land, Islamic Schools of Thought,
Islamic Jurisprudence.
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"# Abstract

" The independence of the Islamic state has always held great
importance in Islamic political thought. Based on jurisprudential
principles and rules, the concern for political independence and the
aspiration for freedom have permeated the reflections, conduct, and
discourse of Muslim scholars and jurists. This article examines the
concept of independence in the political thought and conduct of Mirza
Mohammad Tagqi Shirazi. The hypothesis emphasizes that the idea of
independence and the pursuit of autonomy in his political practice lies
in jurisprudential principles such as the principles of dignity, the
prohibition of leaning toward oppressors, the elevation of Islam, the
necessity of confronting oppressors, and the rule of nafy al-sabil
(denial of domination). These principles manifested, on the one hand,
in his resistance against foreigners, opposition to domination,
colonialism, and British influence over Iraq, and on the other hand, in
his efforts to achieve Iraq’s independence. This was reflected in his
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defensive fatwa, which stressed the necessity of demanding the rights
of the people through peaceful means, and, if rejected by the British,
resorting to military force. To achieve these objectives, he issued
further fatwas—such as the impermissibility of appointing non-
Muslims to rule over Muslims and the prohibition of cooperating with
the British mandate administration. Collectively, these may be referred
to as “fatwas of independence,” measures that ultimately curtailed
Britain’s grip on this Islamic country. This research is conducted
through reference to Shirazi’s thought, writings, fatwas, and political
conduct, while considering the context of the texts and his historical
era, employing a descriptive-analytical method.

Keywords
Political Independence, Mohammad Taqi Shirazi, Political Thought
and Conduct, Confrontation with Foreigners.
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Understanding and recognizing the society about value, place, and role
of religious political authority and the people in Islamic governance,
along with clarifying the status and role of the absolute guardianship
of the jurist (velayat-e motlageh-ye faqih) and the people in the
Islamic system within Imam Khomeini’s political thought, is a
significant and necessary endeavor. This study, employing a
descriptive-analytical method, seeks to answer the question: What role
and position do the absolute guardianship of the jurist and the people
hold in the Islamic system according to Imam Khomeini’s political
thought? The main finding of this research is that the legitimacy of the
velayat-e fagih in Imam Khomeini’s political thought is appointive,
based on narrative and religious arguments. Therefore, the vote of the
people has no effect on the legitimacy of the principle of velayat-e
fagih; however, the people hold authority in selecting the jurist-ruler
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and supervising him. Accordingly, the legitimacy of the Vali-ye faqih is
ultimately realized through the Assembly of Experts, who are chosen
by the people. In Imam Khomeini’s political outlook, the most
important pillars for establishing an Islamic government and the
political power of the state are the votes of the people—within the
framework of Islamic law. The innovation of this research lies in
explaining the role and position of the guardianship of the jurist and
the people.

Keywords
Velayat-e Faqih, People, Imam Khomeini, Islamic System, Absolute
Guardianship of the Jurist.
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This study explores the place of ethics in Islamic politics from the
perspective of Martyr Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Bagqir Sadr, one of
the most prominent contemporary Islamic thinkers. He believed that
ethics is not merely a complement to politics, but rather the very spirit
and foundation of its survival. Al-Sadr emphasized that Islamic law is
intrinsically and inseparably linked with politics—a connection that
transforms moral values into instruments for achieving justice and
serving the public good. By examining Sadr’s works, this study
portrays a vision of the Islamic state built upon firm moral
foundations: a government regarded as a divine trust, where power is
seen as a means to realize the common good, justice, and equality.
According to him, values such as justice and integrity are not only
religious virtues but also essential pillars for the endurance and

cohesion of society. He also warned against the dangers of corruption
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that arise from the removal of ethics from political life, arguing that
neglecting such values leads to the erosion of public trust, the collapse
of institutions, and the spread of chaos. From Sadr’s perspective,
politics only finds proper order and direction when founded upon
moral principles—principles that uphold human dignity, ensure the
flourishing of society, and guarantee the continuation of sound and
righteous governance.

Keywords
Society, Islamic Ethics, Islamic Politics, Justice, Muhammad Bagir
Sadr.
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Legitimacy and Power: The Role of Velayat-e Faqih in
Guaranteeing the Legitimacy of Governance in the Islamic System
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""#‘ Abstract
" In the common literature of political science, legitimacy refers to the

acceptance of the rightfulness of a system or ruler by the people in
exercising power. However, in the Islamic political system, the concept
of legitimacy goes beyond this conventional definition and is
fundamentally tied to the Islamic sharia, which serves as the primary
source of legitimacy. This link creates a fundamental distinction
between the concept of legitimacy in Islamic political thought and its
counterpart in Western political theory. The aim of this study is to
analyze the concept of legitimacy in Islam, with an emphasis on the
essential relationship between legitimacy and power in the Islamic
political system. To this end, the study first examines and explains
various definitions of power and explores the perspectives of scholars
on this subject. It then investigates the relationship between legitimacy
and power in political literature. Following this, the research presents
a comprehensive understanding of legitimacy in Islamic thought and
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analyzes the role and position of the people in realizing legitimacy and
strengthening power within the Islamic system. This study further
highlights how divine legitimacy manifests in the political system
through its alignment with Islamic teachings, while also assessing the
role of public acceptance in actualizing this legitimacy. The researcher
ultimately concludes that divine legitimacy—grounded in adherence to
Islamic law and reinforced by popular acceptance—constitutes the core
foundation of political power in Islam and the fundamental factor in
strengthening the stability and continuity of the Islamic system.

Keywords
Power, Legitimacy, Islamic Political System, Velayat-e Fagqih, Public
Acceptance.
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