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The Role of theQur'an in the Religious and Political Thought of
Martyr Grand Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei*

Alireza Daneshyar
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Institute for Humanities and
Cultural Studies, Tehran, Iran.
a.daneshyar@ihcs.ac.ir

Abstract

The Qur'an is recognized as one of the primary sources of religious and
political thought in the Islamic world. This study aims to explain and
reveal the independent and authentic intellectual and epistemological
system of Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei, which was shaped through the
utilization and practical application of religious texts, particularly the
Qur'an, in political and social domains. Attention to, reference to,
reinterpretation of, and raising awareness about religious texts and the
Qurancan be observed in Ayatollah Khamene
works and activities. Before and after the Islamic Revolution, through
interpretive sessions, study circles, the translation of some works by
Muslim thinkers, as well as his speeches and published works, a
Qur'anic approach and methodology can be identified, aimed at
rereading and authentically representing religious texts, reconstructing
religious understanding, raising awareness, and increasing their
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effectiveness within academic and public communities. The main issue
of this research is the examination, exploration, and analysis of the
application of the Qur'an in the religious and political thought of
Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei. This study employs the method of
“textualism” t halbeisghoft h¢i mtpeprrpraet ati on,
and represent at i o.fHe metfod of eeferengingands t e xt s
representing religious texts in this context clearly demonstrates the
prioritization of themes and the perceived necessity for reconstructing
and re-presenting issues that emerged after the Revolution, whereas
before the Revolution—during the period of struggle—the priority was
focused on strategies of patience and resistance. This reflects the
Y o dynamism of a thought system that continuously refers to the Qur'anic
e - text and presents new issues and questions to it. For this purpose,
t_;"ﬁ‘gjm Ayatollah Khamenei selected the Qur'an as a source of reference and
f consultation, initially using it to understand the Islamic worldview and

b

intellectual framework, and then structured and analyzed his own
intellectual and political thought accordingly. In subsequent stages,
the processes of redefining concepts, representing, and reconstructing

Islam began. The stage of redefinition is related to concepts, in which
efforts are made to interpret them within social and political
dimensions. The stage of representation refers to presenting a
comprehensive, socio-political, and life-giving image of religious
and Qur'anic concepts, standing against false and unrealistic
representations of Islam. The stage of reconstruction involves efforts

toward struggle, resistance, institution-building, and even the
production of related intellectual frameworks. After the Islamic
Revolution, reference to religious texts increased, and an approach
based on representing and presenting an authentic image of Islam
emerged in opposition to the distortion created by Western hegemonic
and propagandistic systems. Another stage was related to the
reconstruction of religious texts, which was applied and emphasized in
the formation of the political system, the revival of Islamic and

4
4

B ol gle sl golial] abl dT gt 1 1 aledllgici W1 AT g3 T

transcendent culture, and the call for reconsidering the foundations of
Western political thought.
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Research Findings:

1. The intellectual and political framework of Martyr Ayatollah
Khamenei encountered the discourses and competing theories of
his time; however, it was not influenced by the discourse and
terminology of movements such as leftist, Marxist, or liberal
ideologies. Instead, it maintained its own authentic discourse,
deeply integrated with genuine religious texts such as the Qur'an.
What makes his approach significant and distinctive is the
methodological model of engaging with and referring to religious
texts and attempting to reconstruct the fundamental concepts
and elements of religious and political thought from authentic
Islamic sources. Although a considerable part of this approach YA
was expressed through his public speeches and oral works, his Lf\?ﬂ)‘% “Si“
continuous scholarly efforts focused on inspiring the Islamic '

human being to reconstruct religious thought and revive the %
hidden potential and capacities of religious texts in political, 'f
cultural, economic, and other fields. He consistently emphasized -
the intellectual awakening of the Islamic human being and the .

return to forgotten scholarly resources, presenting this as a
unique model for researchers and seekers of truth.

2. The religious and political thought of Martyr Ayatollah
Khamenei, both in its struggle and resistance-oriented
dimension—especially after the Revolution and in confrontation
with hegemonic powers—and in its constructive aspects, such as
building and redefining the political system, followed a strategy,
approach, and process based on rationality and strategic
patience.

3. He presented a scholarly and practical manifestation of
“revolutionary theol ogydembnatmmtedl on relii
it both theoretically and practically.

4. One of the reasons for neglecting the intellectual system and the
careful study of the religious and political thought of Martyr
Ayatollah Khamenei has been the barrier of contemporaneity.
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The accessibility of a thinker’s 1ide
that they are properly understood. A historical perspective and

representation of his scholarly and cultural contributions will

reveal his services to Iran.

Keywords
The Holy Qur'an; Application; Religious Thought; Political Thought;
Grand Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
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Qur'an-Based Civilization Building According to the Theory
of the 258Year Human: An Examination of the Political
Thought of Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei, with
Emphasis on Divine Traditions

Seyyed Sajjad Ale Seyyed Ghafour
Graduate of the Qom Seminary; Ph.D. in Political Science and Official Researcher, Department of
Qur'anic Exegesis, Research Center for Political Sciences and Thought, Islamic Sciences and
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Abstract

Objective: The theory of the 250-Year Human, formulated by Martyr

Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, is not merely a historical narrative but

a theoretical framework with profound civilizational and Qur'anic

implications. This study aims to explain the relationship between this

theory and the six divine traditions of the Qur'an—t ri al ’),(i btil a
succession (istikhlaf), divine support (nasr ) , respite (imhal),
entrapment (istidraj), 'd—agd immdwable r red re
laws governing history, and to examine their role in the construction of
a new Islamic civilization. The central question is how the model of the

250-Year Human can serve as the foundation for a process of
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civilization-building rooted in the recurring divine traditions of the
Qur'an without falling into historical determinism or being reduced to
a merely descriptive framework.

Method: This research employs a descriptive-analytical method
based on Qur'anic verses, the statements of the martyred Leader,
contemporary Qur'anic commentaries (al-Mi1 z and T a s n),jamd an
inductive thematic analysis of his speeches. The analytical process
proceeded in three main stages: (1) extracting the divine traditions
related to civilization-building from the Qur'an; (2) identifying the
eight stages of the 250-Year Human model through thematic analysis
of the Leader's statements; and (3) examining the relationship
between these two components in order to formulate a theoretical
model.

Major Findings: The findings indicate that the 250-Year Human
represents the practical embodiment of the six divine traditions
through continuous resistance against tyranny. However, this
embodiment results from conscious and voluntary action rather than
inevitable historical determinism. This movement began with the
Prophet's exemplary system, characterized by seven foundational
principles—faith, justice, knowledge, brotherhood, morality, dignity,
and productive work. It continued through Imam Ali's strategic silence
and Imam Hasan's prudent peace, reached its climax at Karbala
through the role of Lady Zaynab (peace be upon her), and was
sustained through scholarly networks and the institution of deputyship
during the era of Imam al-Baqir and Imam al-Sadiq, extending into
the period of the Occultation. In response to the criticism that the
theory may imply historical determinism, the article argues that
strategic unity signifies a shared ultimate objective rather than
uniform methods. The diversity of the eight strategic approaches—
from peace to uprising—clearly demonstrates the agency and free will
of historical actors operating within the framework of divine
traditions. Furthermore, the seven principles of the Prophetic system
are correlated with practical civilizational domains such as the
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resistance economy (justice), indigenous scientific development
(knowledge), and the Islamic-Iranian model of progress (work and
dynamism), thereby extending the theory from the conceptual level to
practical application.

Conclusion

The study derives a three-dimensional theoretical model of
civilization-building consisting of: (1) the spiritual-identity dimension,
(2) social networking and institution-building, and (3) capacity-
building for the advent of the promised future. Within this framework,
the Islamic Revolution is presented as one link in the same historical
chain and as a preparatory stage for the emergence of a new Islamic
civilization. The study concludes that Qur'an-based civilization-
building is impossible without a profound understanding of both the
divine traditions and the theory of the 250-Year Human, interpreted
through a critical and non-deterministic perspective. This theory
highlights active patience, continuous Imamate, and the collective will
of the Muslim community in realizing the Qur'anic promise of
succession(i s t i)k hl af

Keywords

Qur'an-Based Civilization Building; Divine Traditions; 250-Year Human;
Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei; Islamic Revolution; Mahdist Civilization;
Historical Determinism (Critique).
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The Social Resurrection of Prophethood: The Continuation of
the "Text-Centered Thinking" Approach and the
Strategy for Building a Monotheistic Society

Mohammad Sadegh Yousefi Mogaddam
Professor, Resear&@ener for Culture and the Qur'an, Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Qom
m.yousefimogaddam @is@ir

Abstract

Many verses of the Holy Qur'an possess a distinct social orientation.
This characteristic has led numerous Qur'anic commentators and
scholars to adopt a social perspective in their Qur'anic studies. Among
these approaches, one of the theories advanced by the Martyred
Leader (Ayatollah Khamenei), which distinguishes his social exegesis
from other socially oriented interpretations, is the theory of the Social
Resurrection of Prophethood. By extending Qur'anic concepts into the
sphere of social life, this theory plays a strategic role in the
construction of a monotheistic society. Accordingly, the distinctive
orientation of his social interpretation may appropriately be described
as a society-building approach. It should be noted that this theory is
one of the principal outcomes of his interpretive methodology, which
he referred to as "text-centered thinking."

*

the "TextCentered Thinking" Approach and the Strategy for Building a Monotheistic Sogle
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Using thematic and textual analysis, this article examines the
interpretive views of the Martyred Leader. After clarifying the principal
concepts, the study arrives at the following findings:

1. Although the Martyred Leader adhered to a comprehensive

i j t ibdsed d methodology of Qur'anic interpretation, he
primarily employed the methods of interpreting the Qur'an by
the Qur'an and the Qur'an by the Prophetic traditions (ha d 1.t h)
He referred to this methodology as "text-centered thinking" and
maintained that Islamic truths should be derived directly from
the language of the Qur'an and authentic Islamic texts and
traditions, urging scholars to "think through the text." The

L}aﬁ‘%ﬁm assurance regarding the authenticity of Qur'anic teachings and
i concepts, more accurately conveys active engagement with the

H

q 9 concept of text-centered thinking, besides providing greater

Qur'an than the commonly used term tradition-based
methodology.

2. The interpretive findings of the Martyred Leader address forms
of social transformation that contribute to the formation and
development of society. His theory of the Social Resurrection of
Prophethood refers to the Prophet's inner awakening,
determination, and spiritual motivation initiated by divine
revelation, which became the profound foundation of his
prophetic mission. This inner transformation guided the
Prophet's social orientation toward transforming the external
environment and the social reality of humankind. Accordingly,
the ultimate objective of prophethood is the establishment of a
monotheistic society founded upon monotheistic belief.

3. Social class inequality is a chronic affliction and one of the
greatest historical disgraces of human societies. At various stages
of history, it has been justified by philosophical doctrines of

Covegill amall el 9205 4 g2l A ol il A ol Bhatal 53l elacir ¥ Can

inherent dualism and, more recently, through more subtle
philosophical claims of human equality while, in practice,
condemning certain groups to deprivation and lifelong service to
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privileged classes immersed in material comfort. From the
perspective of the Holy Qur'an, eliminating social stratification
requires a transformation of worldview aimed at realizing
genuine equality of rights for all people. Throughout history,
reformers have sought to persuade societies to abandon unjust
conditions through cultural transformation. However,
transformation of worldview can only be achieved through a
monotheistic worldview that recognizes all human beings as
equal in creation and originating from a single source. Since
belief in tawhi d i s -oraentdd iamd mommitment-producing,
many of its obligations concern the establishment of a
monotheistic social order and a just society. Its foremost mission
is to build a society consistent with monotheistic belief, in which
all people live under a common legal framework and where
individual circumstances and natural abilities do not become
grounds for unequal rights or privileges. Every individual has
equal access to opportunities, while material, intellectual, and
other forms of excellence are acquired through personal effort
rather than inherited superiority. According to the Qur'an, the
identity of the monotheistic society is rooted in a profound
culture inspired by the monotheistic vision of Prophet Ibrahim
(peace be upon him).

. In addition to its constructive dimension of monotheistic society-
building, the theory of the Social Resurrection of Prophethood
rejects imperial domination over Muslim countries and opposes
the cultural invasion of hegemonic powers. Within a
monotheistic society, all human groups live under a common
legal order free from oppressive domination, and no one enjoys
privilege over others in terms of rights or social status.

\ e
Pt}

NAs Sa b

Y.

.Social tawhi d, through its rejeedivinon of e

governance in the political, cultural, and economic spheres,
constitutes the practical manifestation and social extension of
doctrinal monotheism. The greatest challenge confronting
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humanity today is separation from belief in God and the absence
of practical commitment to monotheism. The expansion of
monotheistic belief throughout the fabric of social life offers the
fundamental solution to humanity's most pressing problems.

6. According to Islamic religious texts, the most complete form of
the monotheistic society will be realized during the era of the
advent of Imam al-Hujjah (Imam al-Mahdi), when only the true
religion and divine values will govern both individual and
collective life. However, this belief does not absolve Muslims of
their responsibility to build a monotheistic society during the
period of the Occultation. Just as divine Imamate is regarded as

y e a perpetual grace, the construction of a monotheistic society
L}aﬁ‘%ﬁm remains a universal and uninterrupted obligation for Muslims.
i o0 Neverthel ess, the authority -of the G

Faqih) differs f-Mahdiinttehnas of teoriforial ma m al
jurisdiction, universal authority over religions, and the manner

in which the ideal monotheistic society is established.
Consequently, Muslims in every age are obligated to establish

Islamic government and engage in society-building. According to

the Martyred Leader, true expectation of and faithful service to

Imam al-Mahdi require Muslims to establish a monotheistic

society resembling the future universal Mahdist society, thereby

directing the course of history toward its divinely intended

destination.

Keywords
Social Resurrection of Prophethood; Social Orientation; Text-Centered
Thinking; Monotheistic Society; Martyred Leader.
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Abstract
The realization of the lofty ideals of Islam within the sphere of social
life requires the design of operational models and institutional
structures, a process referred to as religious system-building. In the
political thought of Martyr Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei,
system-building emerges from the heart of the monotheistic worldview
and a systematic jurisprudential (f i ynhethodology. This understanding
enables religion to transcend the level of individual guidance and
assume an effective and foundational role in shaping social structures.
This article aims to explain the theoretical framework of religious
system-building from the perspective of the Martyred Leader.

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method with a
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conceptual-inferential approach. The data were collected through the
study and analysis of the speeches, messages, directives, and written
statements of the Martyred Leader. The principal objective is to
reconstruct and explain the logical structure and theoretical
framework of religious system-building, in which religion is elevated
from the level of individual legal rulings (ahk a m) to that of
comprehensive system (niza m) capable of prosetiding an
of objectives, principles, rules, institutions, and executive mechanisms
for the just and desirable organization of society.
The findings indicate that, in the political thought of the Martyred
Leader, religious system-building consists of three interrelated layers.
The first is the ontological and theological layer, founded upon the

principle of tawhi d ( Di vi ne Unity), throug%‘%

are shaped by divine purpose and orientation. At this level, tawhi d

not merely an abstract belief or an individual conviction; rather, it =
functions as a social and civilizational strategy that determines the 3
direction of societal development. The second is the epistemological i
and jurisprudential layer, in which governmental jurisprudence (figh :

al-hu k taly) constitutes the backbone of system-building. In this
sense, jurisprudence is not confined to individual legal rulings but is
responsible for regulating macro-level social relations, deriving the
governing principles of collective behavior, and providing legal and
institutional frameworks for public life. The third is the social and
institutional layer, where system-building is understood as
establishing the conditions necessary for human flourishing,
developing righteous institutions, and organizing social relations on
the foundations of justice, spirituality, independence, and human
dignity.

From a typological perspective, the theory of religious system-
building may be understood as the convergence of three
complementary fields. The first is the philosophy of history, which
interprets the movement of society as a purposeful progression toward
an ideal civilization based on revealed principles. The second is
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social theology, emphasizing the esser
(guardianship), and the concept of the Ummah in shaping social
identity and cohesion. The third is governmental jurisprudence, which
serves as the primary instrument for deriving legal principles,
translating values into practical frameworks, and realizing religious
objectives within society. Consequently, religious system-building is
presented as a multidimensional project encompassing theological,
ethical, epistemological, legal, institutional, and executive dimensions.
The development of this theory proceeds through several distinct
stages. It begins with identifying the contemporary necessity of
religious system-building, followed by a critical evaluation of

anthropocentrism, moral relativism, and the restriction of religion to

\
L;a\%)‘ &

H

v competing systems. Liberalism, for example, is founded upon radical

the private sphere. Because these foundations fundamentally conflict

I

with the monotheistic and comprehensive principles of religious system-
building, they require serious critical examination. Subsequently, the
process involves deriving foundational principles from revealed
sources, translating religious values into operational rules and public
policies, and ultimately integrating the intellectual, ethical, social, and
behavioral dimensions into a coherent system.

One of the article's principal findings is the close relationship
between religious system-building and the Theory of the Revolutionary
System. According to this theory, while a religious system must remain
unwaveringly committed to immutable principles such as tawhi d ,
prophethood, the Hereafter, and justice, it should simultaneously
exhibit flexibility, dynamism, and adaptability in its methods,

institutional arrangements, and executive policies in response to
changing circumstances. Accordingly, permanence in foundational
principles does not imply rigidity in methods. Rather, a religious
system remains effective and sustainable by preserving its permanent
principles while continually renewing and adapting its practical
mechanisms. This approach constructively resolves the apparent

4
4

£ gialadl ole aadl colaall a T 2T agedidl WL posloand ! SN 3 iy I pllasd] Ly g Lol

tension between fixed principles and variable methods and highlights
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the system's capacity for continuous self-renewal and reform.

The article concludes that religious system-building in the political
thought of the Martyred Leader is a multilayered civilizational project.
It begins with the principle of tawh1 d, proceeds thr
jurisprudence, becomes embodied in social and cultural institutions,
and ultimately aims at the realization of a New Islamic Civilization and
a desirable global order. Both theoretically and practically, this
framework possesses considerable potential to offer a comprehensive
alternative model for organizing contemporary Islamic society. Its
proper understanding and implementation require moving beyond
reductionist conceptions of religion and jurisprudence toward a

ough gov

system-ori ented, interdiscipli mddressingf or mYof

the complex realities of modern social structures.

Keywords

Religious System-Building; Martyred Supreme Leader; System-
Oriented Jurisprudence (Figh al-Niza m); Religious Democracy; New
Islamic Civilization.
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Abstract

This article aims to explain the principal functions of the institution of
Wil ay#&taquah (Guardianship of t he
perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei. Although Wi | ayaeHaqah
constitutes one of the fundamental pillars of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, scholarly discussions have largely focused on its sources of
legitimacy or the scope of its authority, while comparatively little
attention has been devoted to its concrete and practical functions in
governing society. The central question of this study is: according to
Ayatollah Khamenei's perspective, what are the fundamental functions
of this institution within the Islamic political system? The study
hypothesizes that Wi | a y dFta q @ehforms at least four essential
functions: (1) resolving legal and executive deadlocks; (2) enlightening
and guiding public opinion during periods of sedition and crisis;
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(3) fostering unity among diverse social groups, preferences, and
orientations through a spirit of affection and solidarity; and (4)
providing value-based leadership that directs society toward perfection,
prosperity, and the lofty ideals of the Islamic Revolution. These
functions acquire coherence within his ontological understanding of
Wi | a ag the spirit of society.

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on a
direct examination of Ayatollah Khamenei's books, speeches, and
writings. The corpus of analysis consists of his statementson Wi [ ay a't
al-F a q throughout the years of his leadership.

The findings indicate that, from Ayatollah Khamenei's perspective,
these four principal functions constitute an interconnected and

\ 1
‘%‘m hierarchical system of meaning. Within this framework, primary
STl emphasis is placed on the institutional function of Wi | a y &ta q.a h

By institutional function is meant those enduring roles, recurring

4

procedures, and objective responsibilities whose continuity does not

3 depend upon the personal life, moral disposition, individual
: preferences, or psychological characteristics of the Wa l 1-Faagl1 h
3 himself. The continuity, public legitimacy, and effectiveness of this
= institution derive not from the charismatic or exceptional qualities of
4 any particular leader, but rather from the institutionalization of these
i enduring functions. Such an approach strengthens the political system
ju) against rigidity or collapse resulting from changes in leadership and
% guarantees the continuity of governance through an institutional
« rather than a personal framework. This emphasis does not deny the
f significance of the leader's character and prudence in critical decision-
: making; nevertheless, priority is given to the stability and resilience of
:9 the institution itself.
‘a The function of resolving legal and executive deadlocks pertains to

0
<

situations in which the three branches of government or the ordinary
structures of governance become incapable of overcoming crises
because of legal limitations, institutional conflicts, or regulatory
deficiencies. In such circumstances, the institution of Wi [ ay a t al
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F a q,idtawing upon its inherent flexibility and without becoming
involved in routine executive affairs, can remove obstacles and
facilitate the continued functioning of the political system. This
function does not imply disregarding the law; rather, it entails
avoiding legal rigidity in order to preserve the integrity of the Islamic
system and the Revolution.

The function of enlightening and guiding public opinion during
periods of sedition and crisis refers to the institution's capacity to
clarify the distinction between truth and falsehood when competing
political and social movements create confusion through conflicting
claims and slogans. In such circumstances, the Wa [ 1-F aadl, thhough
timely and insightful guidance, provides the proper analytical
framework and prevents the misdirection of public opinion. This
function is rooted in the leadership's responsibility to safeguard the
ideals of the Islamic Revolution and to prevent their distortion.

The function of fostering unity among diverse social groups,
preferences, and orientations is achieved through compassion,
dialogue, and moderation rather than coercion. By wisely avoiding
involvement in divisive details and emphasizing shared and commonly
accepted principles, the institution of Wi | a y dfta q @rdnsforms
social diversity into a source of vitality and prevents legitimate
pluralism from degenerating into destructive conflict. Such unity does
not negate legitimate diversity but instead promotes its peaceful
coexistence within the framework of social cohesion.

The function of value-based leadership toward perfection,
prosperity, and the lofty ideals of the Islamic Revolution reflects the
teleological orientation of the Islamic political system. From Ayatollah
Khamenei's perspective, the institution of Wi | a y eK a q aish
responsible for preserving society's collective movement toward
proximity to God and the realization of the Revolution's highest ideals.

Yy
Pt}

NAs Sa b

Y.

Accordingly, from Ayatollah Khamenei's perspective, Wi | ayat al

F a q ismot merely a legal doctrine or a supervisory and passive
institution; rather, it constitutes the spirit and vital force breathed into
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the body of Islamic society. Through the four functions identified
above, and by emphasizing its institutional and transpersonal nature, a
society founded upon Wi | a is adpable of overcoming deadlocks,
finding its path through periods of crisis, transforming division into
unity, and ultimately advancing toward perfection and prosperity. This
study demonstrates that the effectiveness of this institution depends
upon the continuity of its institutionalized functions, the avoidance of
the personalization of political authority, and the preservation of
flexibility within the framework of immutable principles.

Keywords
Institution of Wi | a y eFta q;aAlatollah Khamenei; Institutional
YA Functions; Deadlock Resolution; Flexibility.
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Abstract

The rapid expansion of artificial intelligence (AI) in recent years has
transformed this technology from a purely technical tool into one of
the most influential drivers of decision-making, regulation, and
governance in contemporary societies. AI now plays an increasingly
significant role in areas such as big data management, resource
allocation, intelligent monitoring, social behavior prediction, public
service delivery, healthcare, education, and security, making it a
fundamental issue in the field of public policymaking. In societies
whose systems of governance are founded upon religious principles
and Islamic law (S h a r ) this htransformation is not merely a
technological development but also raises jurisprudential, legal, and
civilizational questions. The central issue is: What are the limits of the
legitimate use of artificial intelligence within Islamic governance, and
upon what principles should policymaking in this domain be based so
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that its transformative capacities may be utilized while preventing
conflict with the principles of Islamic law, human dignity, and social
justice?

The principal objective of this study is to formulate a jurisprudential
framework for AI policymaking in Islamic governance. The article
argues that policymaking in the field of artificial intelligence cannot
rely solely on technical, economic, or administrative considerations;
rather, it must be grounded in the principles of governmental
jurisprudence, the objectives of Islamic law, and the ethical and legal
requirements of Islam. The central premise of the study is that
artificial intelligence should not be regarded as an autonomous
decision-making authority. Instead, it should function as a controllable
and value-guided instrument serving the realization of justice, the
public interest (maslahah), the protection of human dignity, and the
enhancement of governmental effectiveness. The primary objective of
this study is to identify and formulate the jurisprudential foundations
of artificial intelligence policymaking and to develop a theoretical
framework for regulating the relationship between emerging technologies
and the Islamic system of governance. This research employs a
descriptive-analytical method based on documentary research and
jurisprudential analysis. The study first conceptualizes the issue of
artificial intelligence within the context of Islamic governance and
subsequently examines the literature on governmental jurisprudence,
Islamic legal maxims, the objectives of Islamic law, and digital
governance. Through this analysis, it derives a set of foundational
principles capable of providing a normative basis for Al policymaking.
The findings demonstrate that principles such as justice, public
interest (maslahah), the legal maxim of "no harm" (I adarar),
trusteeship in governance, accountability, the protection of human
dignity, and the prohibition of discrimination constitute the essential
pillars of a coherent jurisprudential framework for AI policymaking.
According to these principles, the use of intelligent systems
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in governance should be structured in a manner that enhances
efficiency, transparency, and accuracy in public decision-making
while simultaneously preventing violations of privacy, algorithmic
discrimination, the erosion of meaningful human agency, and
infringements upon citizens' rights. One of the study's most significant
findings is that data justice and distributive justice should be
recognized as two fundamental components of Al policymaking. Data
justice refers to the equitable distribution of access to, ownership of,
utilization of, and protection of data. Distributive justice requires that
the benefits of intelligent technologies be shared fairly across society
and that digital inequalities among different social groups not be
exacerbated. Furthermore, both religious and civil liability for
algorithmic errors should be clearly defined so that developers,
implementing institutions, and policymaking authorities are each held
accountable within the scope of their respective responsibilities.

To bridge the gap between theoretical foundations and practical
implementation, the article proposes a three-level model for
jurisprudential policymaking. The first level comprises the
epistemological and jurisprudential foundations, where the nature and
purpose of technology are explained within the framework of the
Islamic worldview. The second level consists of jurisprudential
principles, in which concepts such as public interest, justice, the
prohibition of harm, trusteeship, and accountability are translated into
regulatory norms. The third level concerns governance and
implementation, where these principles are institutionalized through
legislation, public institutions, and operational mechanisms.

Accordingly, the relationship between jurisprudence and
technology is understood as one of constructive interaction and
normative guidance. Jurisprudence determines the ethical orientation
of technological development, while technology can serve as an
instrument for realizing the objectives of Islamic law, including justice,
social order, public welfare, and the protection of people's rights.

The study concludes that governmental jurisprudence possesses the
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capacity to organize AI policymaking within a framework that is
simultaneously legitimate, ethical, and effective. Such a framework
does not hinder technological innovation; rather, it redirects
technological development away from a purely instrumental and
profit-oriented logic toward a model centered on justice, human
dignity, and the objectives of Islamic law. Consequently, Islamic
governance in the age of artificial intelligence can achieve long-term
success and sustainability only by establishing a balanced relationship
between the demands of emerging technologies and the enduring
principles of Islamic law, thereby presenting a model of intelligent,
ethical, and responsible governance based on governmental
jurisprudence.

Keywords

Governmental Jurisprudence; Policymaking; Artificial Intelligence;
Islamic Governance; Data Justice; Human Dignity; Public Interest
(Maslahah).
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Abstract
Political power is one of the foundational concepts of political science,
and its definition, foundations, agents, and objectives distinguish one
political theory from another. The central concern of this study is to
provide a systematic exposition of political power in the intellectual
framework of the Martyred Leader of the Islamic Revolution, focusing
on a novel question in the study of power: How can apparently limited
power ultimately prevail over immense material power, and why is the
seemingly victorious side ultimately portrayed as defeated and
discredited? Conventional theories of power have failed to answer this
question because they largely neglect the spiritual and teleological
dimensions of power. Addressing it requires a fundamental
reconceptualization of political power within the framework of Islamic
political thought.
Numerous studies have examined political power. Arjini and Lakzaee
(2019), in Conceptual Clarification of Power in Imam Khomeini's

* Lakzaee R. (2026) Political Power in the Thought of the Martyred Leader, Grand Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali KhameneiAl-Fikr al-Siasi atlslami, §1), pp 228259.
https://doiorg/10.22081/ipt2026752561078

® Article Type: ResearchPublisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Qom, Iran

® Received:202507/01 e Revised:20250910 e Accepted:202511/05 e Available Online: 2026/01/10

© 2026

authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights

http://iptiscaacir
Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy


http://ipt.isca.ac.ir/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8529-3241

Yy
Sy

H

(ke b (196 ) 5ol e il paliall iy T el GBI 15 g9 sl

Political Thought, analyzed the concept of power in the intellectual
system of the founder of the Islamic Revolution. Lakzaee (2021), in
Agents of Power from the Perspective of the Supreme Leader,
identified five Qur'anic models of political actors, including prophets,
taghut (tyrannical authorities),
agents. In The Sources of Transcendent Soft Power (2022), he
introduced faith and patience as the principal sources of soft power,
while in The Logic of Material and Spiritual Power, he explained the
fundamental distinction between these two forms of power. More
recently, in Factors of the Decline of Power (2024), he examined the
causes of political weakness from the Leader's perspective. Despite
these valuable contributions, no comprehensive study has yet
systematically examined all dimensions of political power—including
its foundations, sources, agents, and objectives—through the tripartite
framework of the internal system, agentive system, and teleological
system. The present study seeks to fill this gap.

The central hypothesis of the study is that, within the intellectual
framework of the Martyred Leader, power departs from the
conventional definition of "the imposition of one's will upon others"
and is instead redefined as "the capacity to act for the realization of
divine and human values." Spiritual power—grounded in conscious
faith, steadfast perseverance (sabr), sincerity, and piety—ultimately
prevails over material power, which is based on wealth, coercion, and
deception. This superiority is founded upon the divine law of the
triumph of truth over falsehood, derived from Qur'anic verses 5—6 of
S u r a-Qasag, Which is presented as a universal historical principle
determining the ultimate destiny of competing powers.

In contrast, the inferior theories of power in Western political
science stand on the opposite side. Max Weber defines power as the
probability of imposing one's will upon another. Hans Morgenthau
conceptualizes power primarily in terms of national interest and
hegemony. Steven Lukes, by introducing the dimension of hidden
power through the shaping of preferences, and Joseph Nye, through
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his theory of soft power based on attraction and culture, advance
beyond purely coercive conceptions. Nevertheless, these approaches
remain confined within materialistic and domination-oriented
paradigms. Because they neglect the transcendent sources of power—
such as faith, trust in God (tawakkul), and connection with the
Divine—they cannot adequately explain historical instances in which
the forces of truth have prevailed over materially superior adversaries.
Consequently, these theories stand in clear contrast to the teleological
and monotheistic worldview of Islam.

The research employs the method of semantic implication
(d a l a),lemcdmpassing explicit, implicit, and inferential meanings as
developed in logic and the principles of Islamic jurisprudence. Guided
by the theoretical framework of the threefold system—the internal
system (foundations and sources), the agentive system (actors), and
the teleological system (objectives)—the study conducts a qualitative
content analysis of the Martyred Leader's speeches, messages,
Qur'anic commentaries, and his seminal work, An Outline of Islamic
Thought in the Qur'an.

The principal objective of this research is to formulate an
indigenous theory of power within Islamic political thought and to
provide an effective model for political system-building based upon the
Qur'an and the Prophetic tradition (Sunnah). Its subsidiary objectives
are: first, to clarify the fundamental distinctions between this
conception of power and prevailing Western theories; second, to
identify and classify the transcendent and degenerate agents of power

by presenting the Qur'anic model of the "Triangle of Taghat ,

consisting of political, economic, and cultural actors serving tyrannical
authority, in contrast to the system of Divine Guardianship,
represented by the prophets, the divinely appointed leaders, and
committed believers; and third, to delineate the teleological structure
of power across four interconnected levels: liberating humanity from
superstition and the domination of the lower self, establishing social

justice and resisting oppression, forming a unified Islamic community
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(Ummah), and ultimately realizing a New Islamic Civilization
characterized by the dignity of the Muslim community.

The study's novelty is fourfold. First, it introduces the neglected
question of the historical triumph of spiritual power over material
power. Second, it presents a fivefold Qur'anic typology of political
actors through the concept of the Triangle of Ta g hat , providing
analytical framework for distinguishing the forces of truth from those
of falsehood. Third, it develops a comprehensive theoretical model for
analyzing political power through the integrated dimensions of
foundations, actors, and objectives. Fourth, it demonstrates the
transformation of power from an instrument of domination into an

yv instrument of service, thereby highlighting the epistemological
L}gﬂ‘%ﬁm distinction between this Islamic conception and the dominant Western
' " tradition.

H

The findings reveal that political power in the thought of the
Martyred Leader is transcendent, ethically committed, and service-
oriented. It is founded upon profound monotheistic principles,
including a fitrah-based anthropology, a worldview centered on the
perpetual struggle between truth and falsehood, an epistemology
grounded in piety, and an axiology centered on justice. Its enduring

(ke b (196 ) 5ol e il paliall iy T el GBI 15 g9 sl

sources are conscious faith and steadfast perseverance. Within the
system of Divine Guardianship, righteous political agents fulfill the
functions of legitimization, deterrence, and duty-oriented leadership,
standing in opposition to the political, economic, and cultural
dimensions of the Triangle of Ta g h. The civilizational objectives of
this conception of power begin with liberating humanity from
superstition and self-enslavement, progress through the establishment
of justice and the formation of a unified Islamic Ummah, and
culminate in the realization of the dignity and legitimate authority of
the Muslim community. Compared with prevailing Western theories,
this view fundamentally redefines political power by emphasizing its
spiritual and ethical dimensions, thereby providing a coherent
explanation for historical instances of the triumph of truth over
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falsehood. As such, it represents a significant step toward the
development of an indigenous Islamic theory of political power and it
is a model that provides researchers, policymakers, and actors in the
Islamic world with an analytical and operational framework.

Keywords

Political Power; Imam Khamenei; Internal System of Power; Agentive
System of Power; Teleological System of Power; Ta ghut ;
Perseverance (Sabr).
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Abstract

This article employs qualitative content analysis to examine the
political interpretation of Islamic unity in the thought of Martyr
Ayatollah Khamenei. It argues that, within his intellectual framework,
Islamic unity is not merely an ethical recommendation or an
expression of emotional solidarity among Muslims; rather, it
constitutes a political and civilizational strategy aimed at preserving
the Islamic Ummah, resisting external domination, and reconstructing
the collective power of Muslims. The central question of the study is
how Islamic unity is understood and what functions it performs in the
Leader's political thought, and how this conception differs from
interpretations that are exclusively jurisprudential, theological, or
merely exhortatory. This question gains particular significance in light
of the contemporary crises confronting the Muslim world, including
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sectarian conflicts, takfiri movements, interventions by hegemonic
powers, media warfare, and the widening of identity-based divisions—
all of which undermine the cohesion, independence, and strength of
the Islamic world.

The principal objective of this article is to explain the political
interpretation of Islamic unity by focusing on its necessities, strategies,
and obstacles. In this context, the study demonstrates that, in the
thought of Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei, Islamic unity does not require
eliminating doctrinal or sectarian differences; rather, it entails their
prudent management on the basis of common principles, the higher
interests of the Islamic Ummah, and the avoidance of conflict.
Accordingly, unity is understood not merely as an intra-religious
concern but as a concept fundamentally connected with the security,
identity, independence, and civilizational future of the Muslim world.
The article also clarifies the relationship between Islamic unity and
resistance to systems of domination, showing how Muslim solidarity
can strengthen collective power and prevent the erosion of the Islamic
community's capacities.

The study adopts qualitative content analysis as its methodological
approach. Research data were collected from the Holy Qur'an, together
with speeches, messages, and written works concerning Islamic unity.
These materials were subsequently categorized and analyzed
thematically under three principal dimensions: necessities, strategies,
and obstacles. The objective of this method is not merely to compile
selected statements or provide a descriptive account of views but to
identify the underlying conceptual framework governing the political
understanding of unity. Accordingly, the article examines Islamic unity
as part of a coherent conceptual system and formulates it as an
integral component of the political understanding of religion within
the Islamic world.

The findings indicate that Islamic unity, in the thought of Martyr
Ayatollah Khamenei, possesses a distinctly political, civilizational, and
anti-hegemonic character. It is closely linked to concepts such as
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independence, resistance, Islamic awakening, and the reconstruction
of the collective power of Muslims. Within this framework, unity
serves as a means of preserving the cohesion of the Islamic Ummah,
preventing the fragmentation of the Muslim world, and strengthening
the defensive and political capacities of Muslims in confronting
common adversaries. Another significant finding is that theological
and jurisprudential differences do not, in themselves, constitute
obstacles to unity. Rather, the principal threat arises when such
differences evolve into hostility, conflict, and social division.
Consequently, unity should be understood as resting upon the
avoidance of discord, mutual respect, and collective deliberation in
addressing shared challenges.

Regarding practical strategies, the article emphasizes the
importance of highlighting common Islamic values, strengthening
Islamic brotherhood, enhancing religious and political awareness,
managing sectarian differences constructively, promoting solidarity
among Muslim intellectuals and societies, concentrating on common
external threats, and supporting the Palestinian cause. These strategies
demonstrate that unity is not a passive or merely rhetorical project but
one that must be translated into meaningful social and political action.

The article also identifies two categories of obstacles: internal and
external. Internal obstacles include religious ignorance and
misunderstanding, sectarian prejudice, extremism, t a k f(the
excommunication of fellow Muslims), and the transformation of
scholarly disagreements into social and political conflicts. External
obstacles consist of the divisive policies of hegemonic powers, the
exploitation of sectarian differences by colonial and neo-colonial
actors, extremist takfiri movements, and media warfare, all of which
contribute to weakening the cohesion of the Islamic Ummah.

The article concludes that, according to both the Qur'anic
perspective and the thought of Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei, Islamic
unity is a political and civilizational strategy for safeguarding the
Islamic Ummah, resisting foreign domination, and restoring the
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strength of Muslims. Such unity is an essential condition for
preserving the identity and authority of the Muslim community, and
its realization requires emphasizing shared values, strengthening
Islamic brotherhood, enhancing political and religious insight, and
managing differences according to the higher interests of the Ummah.
The principal contribution of this study lies in moving beyond
emotional and purely normative interpretations of unity by analyzing
it within the broader relationship between religion, politics, and
power. From this perspective, Islamic unity does not entail eliminating
diversity; rather, it seeks to organize diversity in the service of
convergence, resistance, and the construction of the collective power of
the Islamic world.

Keywords

Islamic Unity; Political Interpretation of Unity; Martyr Ayatollah
Khamenei; Islamic Ummah; Qualitative Content Analysis; Islamic
Convergence.
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The People's Mobilization and the Reconstruction of Political
Legitimacy under Conditions of Hybrid Warfare:
A Discourse Analysis of the Resistance Narrative
and Social Agency in Iran (20252026)

Masoud Moeinipour
Associate Professor, Department of Political Studies, Baqir al-Olum University, Qom, Iran.
moeinimasood@bou.ac.ir

Abstract

Recent political and social developments in Iran, particularly in the
context of hybrid warfare, cognitive conflicts, and regional security
transformations, have raised new questions concerning the
relationship between the state, society, political legitimacy, and the
national sphere. Much of the classical literature on political
participation analyzes social action primarily through electoral
participation, elite competition, or organized mobilization. However,
Iran's experience demonstrates that at certain historical turning
points, segments of society have moved beyond formal mechanisms
and entered the public sphere through social, media, cultural, and
public activism in defense of national security, social cohesion, and
political order. This study aims to explain this phenomenon by
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introducing the concept of "the People's Mobilization" (Ba'that al-Na s )

as a new analytical framework for reexamining the relationship
between resistance, the people, and political legitimacy. It seeks to
demonstrate how, under conditions of crisis, part of society moves
beyond the role of political spectators to become active social agents.
The central research question is: How does the discourse of resistance
generate social agency and give rise to the phenomenon referred to as
the "People's Mobilization," and how does this process contribute to
the reconstruction of political legitimacy and the redefinition of state—
society relations? The study hypothesizes that under conditions
characterized by perceptions of external threats and hybrid crises, the
discourse of resistance, through the articulation of key signifiers such
as Iran, national security, martyrdom, the people, and republicanism,
creates the conditions for a distinctive form of voluntary collective
action that may be described as the People's Mobilization. In this
context, citizens become not merely the recipients of political decisions
or participants in elections, but active contributors to the production
of security, social cohesion, and the reconstruction of political
legitimacy. The theoretical framework is grounded in discourse theory
and the theory of hegemony. It draws upon Antonio Gramsci's theory
of hegemony, Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe's theory of
articulation and the central signifier, Michel Foucault's concept of
subjectivity and agency, and Jiirgen Habermas's theories of legitimacy
and the public sphere. To explain the role of the people in the political
thought of the Islamic Republic, the study also draws on the ideas of
Imam Khomeini, Ayatollah Khamenei, and selected works on Islamic
political philosophy and religious democracy. The research employs
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). The analytical process consists of
six stages: identifying the central signifier, extracting floating
signifiers, analyzing discursive articulation, examining hegemony and
social consent, analyzing social agency, and evaluating empirical
evidence. The data include public opinion surveys conducted by ISPA
and the IRIB Center for Public Opinion Research during 2025—2026,
media reports, social campaigns, social media data, and relevant
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scholarly studies. The findings indicate that "resistance" functions as
the central signifier in recent developments in Iran, around which
concepts such as Iran, national security, martyrdom, the people, and
republicanism have been articulated. This discursive articulation
constructs a chain of meanings in which defending national security,
supporting Iran, and engaging in voluntary social action become
integrated within a shared interpretive framework. The findings
further demonstrate that the concept of the People's Mobilization
differs from social mobilization, political participation, and social
solidarity. Social mobilization is generally organizational and
temporary in nature; political participation is largely confined to
formal and electoral arenas; and social solidarity primarily refers to
cultural cohesion. In contrast, the People's Mobilization describes a
condition in which citizens, motivated by a sense of national
responsibility, awareness of external threats, voluntary participation,
sustained engagement, and effective social action, actively enter the
public sphere. An examination of the "Jan-Fa d a " ("Lif
campaign, collective commemorative rituals, public gatherings, and
media activities during 2025—-2026 also indicates that this model of
social participation possesses identifiable empirical manifestations.
The findings further suggest that political legitimacy in contemporary
Iran is not reproduced solely through institutional and electoral
mechanisms; rather, under crisis conditions, it can also be reinforced
through collective action, national solidarity, and social participation.
Nevertheless, this legitimacy remains dynamic, relative, and subject to
change, with its continuity depending upon factors such as public
trust, social capital, economic performance, and effective media
persuasion. Public opinion surveys conducted during 2025—2026
likewise reveal that, despite the significance attached to national
security, economic conditions and livelihood concerns continue to
constitute the foremost priorities of Iranian society.

In conclusion, this study argues that the concept of the People's
Mobilization provides an alternative model for understanding social
participation under conditions of hybrid warfare and multidimensional
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crises. Within this framework, the discourse of resistance generates
social agency through cultural hegemony and discursive articulation;
social agency gives rise to the People's Mobilization; the People's
Mobilization produces collective action; and collective action, in turn,
contributes to the reconstruction of dynamic political legitimacy and
the redefinition of the relationship between the state and society. From
this perspective, the People's Mobilization constitutes the critical link
connecting the discourse of resistance with political legitimacy in
contemporary Iran.

Keywords
People's Mobilization; Social Resistance; Political Legitimacy; Social
Agency; Hybrid Warfare.
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Abstract

Objective: This article provides a comprehensive and integrated
examination of the position of the people within the intellectual
framework of the martyred Leader of Iran. The central premise of the
study is that religious democracy is not merely a religious
interpretation of Western democracy but rather an independent and
superior political theory that organically integrates divine legitimacy
with popular participation. The primary objective is to explain the role
of the people across four key dimensions—political, cultural, economic,
and social—in the political thought of Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei,
emphasizing that the people are more than periodic voters; they
constitute the "beating heart of the political system," the "pillar of
legitimacy," the "true owners of the system," and the "guarantors of its
effectiveness and civilizational development." This model is presented
as an authentic Islamic-Iranian alternative to Western liberal
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democracy, characterized by secularism, the absolutization of majority
rule, and the absence of a divine-ethical framework, while
simultaneously strengthening the capacity for the construction of the
New Islamic Civilization envisioned in the Second Phase of the Islamic
Revolution.

The study hypothesizes that, from the perspective of the martyred
Imam, the people constitute both the foundation of the system's
legitimacy and the guarantors of its effectiveness. Their role extends
far beyond formal electoral legitimacy to encompass political
determination, oversight, ownership, cultural identity formation,
enhancement of political insight, economic participation through
popularization and economic jihad, and social responsibility through Yoy
reciprocal obligations and participatory service. Grounded in Qur'anic L \?ﬂw’ ,“ ﬁ: :
and prophetic principles—including consultation (s h u)r allegiance & S

(bay'ah), and human dignity—and guided by the institutionof Wi | ay at 3
al-Fa gids the divinely ordained framework, this model 3
simultaneously safeguards both the Islamic and republican -
dimensions of governance while providing the foundation for the i

emergence of a New Islamic Civilization in clear contrast to liberal
democracy.

Methodology: This study adopts a qualitative, descriptive-
analytical methodology employing interpretive and inferential content
analysis. The data were collected primarily from primary sources,
including Ayatollah Khamenei's official speeches available on
Khamenei.ir and the Statement on the Second Phase of the Revolution,
as well as secondary sources (academic and research articles). Directed
qualitative analysis was employed to interpret the texts and derive a
coherent intellectual framework through logical, jurisprudential, and
political inference. The research is both fundamental and applied in

nature.

Findings

The findings are organized into four principal dimensions.
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1. Political Dimension
The people constitute a fundamental pillar of legitimacy—alongside
divine appointment and the jurist's religious qualifications—and are
regarded as the true owners of the political system. Divine legitimacy is
primary; however, popular voting, acceptance, and allegiance are
necessary conditions for the practical realization of Wi | a y &ta q
and the actual establishment of Islamic government. Without popular
acceptance, even a just jurist cannot fully implement Islamic
governance. The people are considered the owners of their own
destiny, decisive actors in both the Islamic Revolution and national
governance, active supervisors, constructive critics, and holders of the
vy right to oversee governmental affairs and even dismiss rulers in cases
t_}gﬂ‘% of deviation. Political participation extends beyond elections to include
enjoining good and forbidding evil and continuous political and social

H

engagement.

Within this framework, Wi [ a gl ta q fuikctions as the divinely
guided framework, while republicanism guarantees the system's
dynamism and acceptance. These two principles are complementary
rather than contradictory. This model stands in explicit contrast to
Western liberal democracy—characterized by secularism, unrestricted
majority rule without moral or divine constraints, and political
participation limited largely to periodic elections—by elevating the

people from mere recipients of public policy to the rightful owners of
the political system and those to whom public officials are accountable.
Religious democracy, by integrating divine guidance with popular
participation, overcomes the perceived shortcomings of Western
democracy—such as the tyranny of the majority, the dominance of
wealth and media, and crises of participation and morality—while

T alid! e sl saliodl i T gt WAL sl ST 3 candl

\

2

elevating the positive aspects of public participation.

2. Cultural Dimension
The people are the custodians of cultural identity, promoters of
political and religious insight (b a s 1),;andhthe bearers of the New
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Islamic Civilization. Their cultural identity is founded upon religious
faith, Islamic ethical values, self-confidence, resistance, support for the
oppressed, and cultural jihad. The fundamental purpose of the
people's cultural role is the reconstruction of identity based upon
authentic Islam, resistance against cultural invasion, and the moral
and spiritual development of both individuals and society, grounded in
Qur'anic principles concerning self-transformation and human dignity.

Essential characteristics attributed to the people include profound
faith, resilience, insight, simplicity of life, and a global Islamic outlook.
Cultural duty-oriented commitment, cultural independence, the
leadership of intellectual elites—including scholars, artists, and
youth—and the active participation of all members of society
collectively contribute to identity formation. In this perspective, the
people are not passive consumers of culture but rather the principal
producers of revolutionary culture.

3. Economic Dimension

The people are regarded as the driving force behind economic jihad
and the guarantors of the Resistance Economy. The central principle is
the popularization of the economy; whereby economic affairs are
entrusted to the people themselves. This approach is based upon
reliance on public initiative and capacity, Qur'anic principles of
economic justice, the prohibition of wastefulness, and respect for the
rights of others (hagq al-n a)s Within this framework, the people
function as producers, entrepreneurs, participants in economic jihad,
informed consumers, and self-reliant economic actors. Economic
popularization requires reducing excessive governmental control,
strengthening the genuine private sector, combating monopolies and
rent-seeking, and realizing justice as the second fundamental pillar of
religious democracy. Consequently, economic activity becomes an
instrument for civilizational development and the promotion of human
dignity.

4. Social Dimension

The relationship between the people and public officials is
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reciprocal and founded upon haqq al-n a the rights of the people).
The people are responsible for preserving social cohesion, exercising
public oversight, providing mutual assistance, promoting ethical
integrity, and advancing social development. This perspective draws
upon the Alid model of governance, emphasizing reciprocal rights,
allegiance, consultation, and enjoining good and forbidding evil. Even
Imam Ali (peace be upon him) regarded the presence and support of
the people as a necessary condition for assuming political
responsibility. The people's responsibilities include informed support
for the political system, public oversight, participation in social and
developmental initiatives, solidarity, and national unity. In turn,
public officials are obligated to provide sincere service, maintain close
ties with the people, ensure accountability, and uphold justice.
Accordingly, the people are transformed from passive recipients of
government services into genuine owners, supervisors, and partners in
society. The Statement on the Second Phase of the Revolution likewise
identifies social participation as the central pillar of societal
development.

Conclusion

In the political thought of Martyr Grand Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, the people are far more than periodic voters; they
constitute the beating heart and the guarantors of the effectiveness of
the Islamic political system. Grounded in Qur'anic principles, the
teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), and the experience
of the Islamic Revolution, this model offers a superior alternative to
liberal democracy by simultaneously safeguarding both the Islamic
and republican dimensions of governance. The four-dimensional role
assigned to the people—political determination, cultural identity
formation, economic popularization, and social cohesion—provides the
essential foundation for building the New Islamic Civilization
envisioned in the Second Phase of the Islamic Revolution. The future
success of the Islamic system depends upon genuine trust in the
people, participatory commitment, and the popularization of all
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spheres of governance. By providing a comprehensive and integrated
analysis of the people's position within this political framework, this
study addresses an important gap in the existing literature and offers a
valuable foundation for future policymaking.

Keywords

Religious Democracy; Position of the People; Wi | ay aRta g;a h
Participatory Jihad; Cultural Identity; Resistance Economy; Popular
Economy.
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Justice as a Generator of Participation: An Analysis of
the Mechanisms of Alawi Governance
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Abstract

Within the contemporary discourse of Islamic governance, a profound
gap exists between normative ideals and structural realities regarding
the promotion of public participation and the strengthening of social
cohesion. One of the most fundamental challenges in this field is the
predominance of a reductionist and exclusively ethical understanding
of social justice. In many prevailing approaches, justice is viewed
merely as an individual virtue for rulers or as an abstract political
slogan lacking operational and institutional extension within the
broader architecture of society. This conceptual reductionism has
contributed to a crisis of effectiveness in religion-based systems of
governance because the organic and structural relationship between
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the establishment of justice and the generation of popular
participation has been largely overlooked. Against this background,
the central concern of the present study is to move beyond these
superficial interpretations through a critical and analytical
examination of the theoretical and practical governance of Imam Ali
(A.S.). It seeks to answer the following fundamental question: How
does social justice, within the paradigm of Alawi governance, evolve
from an abstract concept into the normative foundation and driving
force behind cooperation, mutual trust, and active citizen participation
in public affairs? More specifically, the study explains the causal
mechanisms linking the equitable distribution of power and wealth
with participatory and cooperative social behavior.

The central and innovative argument of this article is that, in Imam
Al i’ s political and social do
participation are neither parallel phenomena nor independent
variables; rather, they are connected through a dialectical and causal
relationship. Accordingly, social justice is not merely the ultimate
objective of governance but also the generative cause, enabling
foundation, and indispensable prerequisite for the emergence of
sustainable public participation. The principal objective of this
research is to conceptualize and theoretically formulate social justice
as an independent variable that generates social cooperation. Moving
beyond purely historical approaches, the study demonstrates how the
implementation of di st ri butive and proced
governance systematically reproduces social capital, repairs class
divisions, enhances informed citizen participation across different
spheres of society, and ultimately establishes a durable model of
networked governance.

To achieve these objectives, the study adopts a qualitative
descriptive-analytical approach, with particular emphasis on analytical
interpretation. Data were collected through documentary research,
including primary Islamic sources, hadith literature, historical

ctrine,

ural j

evidence, and especially a discourse analysis of the Nahjal-Bal ag h a h

Employing a hermeneutic and systemic perspective, the analysis
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moves beyond the mere description of historical events to uncover the
internal logic and causal relationships between governance principles
centered on justice and patterns of participatory social behavior,
thereby constructing a theoretical model with broader applicability.
The structural analysis of Imam Ali’
demonstrates that social justice constitutes the backbone of
participatory governance. The findings identify five interconnected
dimensions of Alawi justice, each functioning as a catalyst for public
participation:
1. Public oversight and governmental transparency
(informational justice): By reducing information asymmetry
and ensuring transparency in decision-making processes, YA
governance institutionalizes public oversight—the highest form \5‘\, “ J”"- ;
of political participation. Transparency thus becomes a & J * >

mechanism for rebuilding institutional trust. P
2. Compassion and public service (the normative 5
mechanism of justice): A compassionate style of governance 2
reduces social alienation and the identity gap between the state i

and society while strengthening citizens' intrinsic and
psychological motivation for civic cooperation.

3. Direct engagement with the people (procedural and
communicative justice): By overcoming bureaucratic
oligarchy and establishing direct channels of feedback, this
strategy enhances citizens' sense of belonging to the political
order and encourages their active involvement in public affairs.

4. Equitable distribution of resources and opportunities
(distributive justice versus monopolization): Eliminating
special privileges and network-based rent-seeking removes
perceptions of structural discrimination and relative deprivation—
two of the principal barriers to public participation—thereby
creating equal opportunities for social actors to participate.

5. Empowerment and restoration of the dignity of
disadvantaged groups (restorative justice and the
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revival of agency): I n I mam Ali’s governance,

reduced to passive welfare policies. Rather, its objective is to
restore the political and economic agency of marginalized
groups, transforming them from passive recipients of services
into active, empowered participants capable of influencing social
development.

The study ultimately demonstrates

of governance, social justice constitutes the ontological foundation of
social cohesion and cooperation. This model shows that equitable
distribution of wealth and the preservation of human dignity are not
only religious obligations but also essential strategies for generating
social capital and ensuring the legitimacy and sustainability of the
political system. The findings further indicate that, in the absence of
just institutions, governmental calls for public participation remain
merely symbolic and lack substantive legitimacy. In the context of
contemporary governance, this conceptual model offers practical
strategies for overcoming participation deficits by redefining state—
society relations on the basis of comprehensive justice, reciprocal
responsibility, and people-centered governance, thereby providing a
solid foundation for sustainable social development.

Keywords
Social justice; Public participation; Alawi governance; Islamic governance;
Social capital; Structural cohesion; Cooperation.
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The Strategic Objectives of Government
in the Thought of Imam Ali*

Morteza Yousefi Rad
Associate Professor, Department of Political Philosophy, Research Institute for Islamic Sciences
and Culture Academy - Qom, Iran.
yosefirad@isca.ac.ir

Abstract

In the modern era, the state is regarded as the supreme—or even the
foremost—political and social institution. Endowed with superior
authority, it exercises power and organizes the various components of
the political system in order to establish order and security while
guiding society toward its objectives, thereby embodying the
rationality of both society and the political system. From the
perspective of political philosophy, the state is understood as the
institution responsible for governing and directing society toward its
goals and ultimate perfection. In different societies, according to their
prevailing political philosophies, states pursue not only universal
human objectives but also distinctive goals of their own. In Islamic
political philosophy, the true purpose of human life is the realization of
human perfection through the actualization of innate capacities within
the framework of revealed knowledge. Accordingly, the state is

* Yousefi Ragd M. (2026) The Strategic Objectives of Government in the Thought of ImamAli
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expected to pursue objectives that correspond to the Islamic
conception of human transcendence.

The central question of this study is: What fundamental and
strategic objectives does Imam Ali (peace be upon him), as a divine
sage, consider essential for government? Put differently, what strategic
goals does he regard as necessary for enabling human beings to
overcome the obstacles to perfection and attain spiritual and moral
excellence? According to Imam Ali's political thought, these are
objectives without which genuine human flourishing and
transcendence cannot be achieved. The study argues that, based on
Imam Ali's anthropological approach to the theory of the state,
government is founded upon three fundamental objectives: order,
justice, and salvation (felicity). These constitute the strategic goals of
the state and are to be realized in a hierarchical and complementary
relationship. By observing their proper priority and recognizing their
mutual interaction and interdependence, the government integrates
these objectives and thereby creates the conditions necessary for
individuals and society to move beyond a condition marked by moral
and social corruption toward human perfection and flourishing.

The method employed to analyze the data in this study is content
analysis. By applying this method and examining the sermons and
letters attributed to Imam Ali (A.S.), particularly those compiled in
Nahj al-B a |l a g thaesearcher seeks to demonstrate the extent to
which the three concepts of order, justice, and salvation were
emphasized in Imam Ali's government and to explain the interactive
and mutually influential relationship among them.

The assumptions that determine the nature of the relationship

¢\
Pt}

wWoos wa b d

Y.

among the aforementioned .&)dheareqgits in

government are as follows:

1. I n I ma m .$lanthiragpologickl thought, the human being
possesses a dual nature—animal and human, satanic and
divine—and, in his actual existence and conduct, oscillates
between animality and humanity.
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2.1 n I mam .Qlthoidglst, the Aluman being, by virtue of his
exalted reality, enjoys the st at us and potential of
vicegerent (khalifat All ah) in c om
creatures.
3. Imam Ali (A.S.) regards the human being as inherently endowed
with rights by virtue of his innate capacities for perfection, and
he assumes government for the realization of those rights.
4.In I mam .4) thdught, theAlegitimacy of government
depends upon the attainment of its designated objectives.
Accordingly, government must provide the grounds for spiritual
and moral growth, establish justice, and guide society toward
K virtues, good deeds, righteousness, and prosperity in this world
t_;"%‘m and the Hereafter, so that members of society may pursue the
¢ - path of perfection.

H

The results of this argument are as follows:

1. I n I ma m .S khbuglt, ordeA and security are regarded as
primary and fundamental necessities of human life, and social
life cannot endure or continue without them.

2. Order and security, beyond their outward forms, possess inner
dimensions and levels.

3. Justice, for the purpose of ensuring the fair allocation of the
rights of different classes and groups, is a matter of government.

e plal ;K3 8 dagSnl) izl ¥l SlaaYl

In order to achieve stable order and security, the government

adopts justice as one of its objectives so that it may become

internalized within individuals and social institutions. In Imam

Ali’ s thought, these t wo provide t
perfection and salvation, which constitute the third objective.

&
Bl

Sy

4. Salvation is the ultimate goal that individuals, social groups, and
the government pursue in order to attain their ideals, purposes,
and aspirations.

5. What guarantees and realizes salvation in the administration and
leadership of the government is the existence and establishment
of order, security, and justice.
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The final conclusion is that, among the three objectives of the Alid
government, justice is not merely an instrument for regulating and
balancing social relations; rather, it is also a means of realizing human
dignity and salvation. Such a conception of government indicates that,
in Imam Al i’ statethds aaurgrinsic value hndess it is able,
through the maintenance of order and security and the establishment
of justice, to uphold the truth and lead the people toward perfection.

Keywords
Imam Ali (peace be upon him); strategic objectives; government;
order; justice and salvation.
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Editorial Note

The Intellectual System of the Martyred Leader Ayatollah
Sayyid Ali Khamenei: From TranscendentPhilosophyto the
New Islamic Civilization

Introduction: The Legacy of a Transcendent Philosopher

The tragic martyrdom of His Eminence Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali
Khamenei, the late Leader of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, was

undoubtedly one of the most profound losses of the contemporary

era for the Islamic world. Wi th t he passing of

”» 43

philosopher,

”»

theologian, and mystic, Iran’
faced a great void in the field of civilizational theorizing. The 11th
issue of the Biannual Journal of Islamic Political Thought, published in
Arabic—t he 1l anguage of the Qur’  an
civilization—recognizes this significant responsibility and seeks,
through publishing articles addressing various dimensions of the
intellectual system of that great martyr, to take a step toward
reexamining this valuable legacy.

What you read in this issue is not merely a collection of scattered
articles; rather, it is a coherent narrative of the epistemological
framework of a school of thought that can serve as an effective
model for the new Islamic civilization. Unlike many prevailing

intellectual systems that advocate the separation of jurisprudence
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from philosophy and mysticism, this intellectual framework is
founded upon a holistic and philosophy-based perspective; a
perspective in which the three dimensions of demonstration
(philosophy), mysticism (spirituality
law) are employed within a unified horizon, all serving the purpose
of attaining divine proximity through the establishment of a just
civilization. T h e martyred leader’ s defense
Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta ‘aliyah) was a highly strategic choice,
because in the modern world—where Western civilization, through
its excessive emphasis on instrumental rationality, has marginalized
‘ ¢ "H | - spirituality—this philosophical framework can offer a comprehensive
Cf\aﬁm model in which science, religion, ethics, and politics are integrated.

The publication of this issue demonstrates that this intellectual

H

system is not confined to specific geographical or linguistic

boundaries; rather, it can serve as a model for the Muslim

Editorial Note

community worldwide. The martyred leader, Ayatollah Khamenei,
was among the few contemporary leaders who, through his
command of the Arabic language and mastery of authentic Islamic
sources, succeeded in creating a brid
discourses and between the Arab and non-Arab worlds. The
publication of this issue is an effort to convey this legacy to a
broader segment of the Muslim community that seeks an
indigenous, Islamic, and effective model for governance,

civilization-building, and resistance.

First: Reexamining the Foundations; Redefining Key Concepts
in the Light of Philosophyand Jurisprudence

The first step in this intellectual framework is the fundamental

«

redefinition of key concepts in political science. T h e  a rPdliticat 1 e
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Power in the Thought of the Martyred Leader, Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali
Khamenei,” written bye HRgns by rdising a anew
question in the study of power—one that has been overlooked in
mainstream theories of power:
ultimately prevail over i mmens
The innovat i on of this article 1ies
model of agents of power within the framework of the triangle of
Taghut (false authority) and in explaining the transformation of the
nature of power from domination to service. By criticizing the
conventional definitions of power proposed by Weber, Morgenthau,
Lukes, and Nye, the author demonstrates that these theories, due to
their neglect of the unseen sources of power and the distinct logic of
servant-oriented power, are incapable of explaining historical
events in which the front of truth has prevailed over falsehood.
From this perspective, spiritual power—relying on the
inexhaustible divine source and the support of a committed
populace—possesses historical endurance and moral appeal,
qualities that material power lacks due to its instrumental and
transient nature.

Foll owing t h iThe TheordtiduleFramawork df ®eligious
System-Building in the Political Thought of the Martyred Grand Ayatollah

“How

C al

e mater

1n

pre

¢ ¢
Pt}

(13

Sayyid Ali Khamenei, ”  wr i Mohsem Pirlialgei and Mohammadreza

Kadkhodaei, presents an eieggtbige process for religious systéulding

through a fivefold typology of systetyuilding theories: the philosophical

perspective based on idealistic realism, the theological perspective

cenered on monotheism as a social doctrine, the jurisprudential perspective

based on systetouilding jurisprudence, the theory of the revolutionary

system, and the scientific typology emphasizing the integration of science

and religion The innovation of thisrticle lies indistinguishing between
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system jurisprudence (the stage of discovering and deriving principles
from religious sources) and religious systbuoilding (the stage of
transforming principles into concrete structures and institutions), as well
as in explaining the relationship between fixgdnciples and changing
methods This relationship preservgarisprudence from rigidity without
leading it toward relativism

The arTthieclAeppl ication of the Qur’ an
Thought of the Martyred Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei, ” wr i tten by
Alireza Daneshyar, employs a textual approach and draws upon the
theoretical framework of perception, reference, and representation
to explain three stages in Ayatoll ah
redefinition of concepts, the representation of the authentic face of
Islam, and the reconstruction of religious thought.

The innovation of this article lies in demonstrating the dynamism
of a mode of thought that continuously presents new issues and
subj ects to the Qur’an through constan
text. Unlike many contemporary intellectual currents influenced by
leftist, Marxist, or liberalist disc
approach was formed on the basis of textual reasoning and reliance
on authentic religious sources. This approach is manifested in his
work ‘General Outline of 71 sdwmdni hi sTho
interpretations of -Mijadilal(@he Plaadingc c hapt e
Woman)andAl-Bara’ ah (The Repentance/Disavo:

Second: Civilizational Strategies; From the 250-Year-Old Human
Being to the Resurrection of Prophethood

After establishing the foundations, the present issue turns to the
operational and civilizational frameworks of this school of thought.

The article "Qur'anic Civilization-Building Based on the Theory of the 250-Year

http://iptiscaacir
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Human: An Examination of the Political Thought of the Martyred Leader
Ayatollah Khamenei with Emphasis on the Divine Traditions," by Seyyed
Sajjad Ale Seyyed Ghafoor, examines the six divine traditions (sunan
i | a h)imenyionéd in the Qur'an (trial, succession, divine support,
respite, gradual entrapment, and reprieve) and demonstrates that
the theory of the 250-Year Human is the concrete embodiment of
the immutable laws of history in the resistance of the Infallible
Imams (A.S.). The novelty of this article lies in extracting a three-
dimensional theoretical model of civilization-building (the
spiritual-identity dimension, social networking, and capacity-
building for the reappearance of Imam Mahdi) and applying it to
concrete fields of civilization such as the resistance economy,
indigenous science, and the Islamic-Iranian Model of Progress. In
response to the possible criticism of determinism, the author
emphasizes that strategic unity means sharing the same ultimate
objective, while the diversity of the eight tactical approaches (from
peace to uprising) clearly demonstrates the will and agency of
historical actors within the framework of the divine traditions. The
findings indicate that the Islamic Revolution of Iran and the
contemporary Axis of Resistance are prominent links in this
civilizational chain, which, by relying on the traditions of divine
support and succession, continue the path toward the realization of
the divine promise: "He will surely make them successors in the
earth." (Quran 24:55)

In the same context, the articlehé Social Resurrection of Prophethood:
The Continuation of the Method of 'Text-Based Thinking' and the Strategy of the

¢ &
Pt}

wWoos wa b d

Y.

Monotheistic Society-Building Orientation,” by Mohammad Sadegh Yousefi

Mogaddam, employing thematic and textual analysis, introduces the

theory of the social resurrection of prophethood as a new theory that
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directs Qur'anic exegesis toward transforming the external environment
and the reality ohuman society with the aim of building a monotheistic
society The novelty of this article lies in distinguishing betweengaeeral
social orientation and the particular orientation toward monothsistiety
building in the Qur'anic interpretation dfet martyred AyatollatKkhamenei,

as well as in explaining the concept of tbased thinking as his principal
method of interpretatieh-a method which, unlike a purely tradititased

(a t W approach, provides a more effective basis for interrogating the
Qur'an and the transmitted traditiode author shows how this method,

in explaining such st rcanscioyshiessjaleroncept s

(patience and steadfastness), and wil a

from merely lexical concepts into coepts that shape social relatioibe
article also emphasizes that building a monotheistic society is a universal
duty for Muslims in every age, and that the proper understanding of
awaiting the Imam Mahdi (&.) is to establish a society resembling the
Mahdian society during the period of occultation

At the level of governance, the article "The Functions of the
Institutidmqdfp Wirloany athealPer s'pbyct i ve
Seyyed Kazem Seyyed Bagheri and Hanieh Mollashafi, emphasizes

=

four fundamental functions of the institution of Wi | a yFaatg
resolving legal deadlocks, providing guidance in times of sedition,
fostering unity through affection, and providing value-based
leadership for society. By drawing an analogy between the
relationship of Wi | @nd sotiety and that of the soul and the body,
the article argues that society suffers from functional disorder in
the absence of Wi | aThemeovelty of this article lies in its emphasis
on the institutional function of Wi | a s a tg In éther words, the
survival, public acceptance, and effectiveness of this institution do

not depend on the charismatic personality or the unique qualities of
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the individual Wa | #F a q iather, they are the result of the
institutionalization of its roles and functions. This approach makes
the political system resilient against rigidity and against the risk of

collapse resulting from the replacement of those in power.

Third: Participatory Governance: The People, distice, and
Contemporary Challenges

At the heart of this intellectual framework, the people are regarded
as the principal agents in the realization of justice and civilization-
building. The article "The Position of the People in the Political Thought of
the Martyred Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei," by Ali Aghajani,
through a comparative analysis of religious democracy and Western
democracy, presents a model of popular governance that is not a
religious version of Western democracy but rather an independent
theory with its own foundations, objectives, and mechanisms.

The novelty of this article lies in distinguishing between the right
to sovereignty (which belongs to God) and the actualization of
government (which depends upon the people), and in explaining
the role of the people as an intrinsic pillar of the political system,
rather than merely a source of legitimacy. Through a comparative
analysis of religious democracy and Western liberal democracy, the
author shows that the model proposed by the martyred Ayatollah
Khamenei, by combining divine guidance with popular participation,
strengthens the capacity of the New Islamic Civilization in the
second phase of the Islamic Revolution.

This article precisely depicts the intellectual transition that has,
in some formulations, been described as the transition from
personal guardianship (w i | §tg institutionalized guardianship—a

transition in which Wi | a yFaatq is dncomplete without the
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people's participation, and the people constitute the main pillar of
the political system.

This perspective is reinforced in the article "Justice as a Generator of
Participation: An Analysis of the Mechanisms of Alid Governance in Activating
the Social Sphere,” by Ali Mohammadian and Reza Mollazadeh
Yamchi, through a reexamination of conduct of Imam Ali (A.S.).
Although this article does not directly address the thought of the
martyred leader, Ayatollah Khamenei, its novelty lies in its precise
and systematic explanation of five key principles in the conduct of
Imam Ali (A.S.) for establishing social justice as the foundation of
popular participation: (1) a system of public oversight and
governmental transparency; (2) social compassion and public
service; (3) direct and unmediated engagement with the people; (4)
the equitable distribution of resources and opportunities; and (5)
the empowerment of disadvantaged social groups. The findings
show that Imam Ali (A.S.), by emphasizing justice in the
distribution of wealth, restoring the dignity of the deprived, and
encouraging the active participation of the people in decision-
making, laid the foundations of a comprehensive system of social
justice that, while strengthening public trust, provides the basis for
social cohesion.

Finally, this issue turns to the contemporary challenges facing
the Muslim world. The article "A jurisprudential Explanation of Artificial
Intelligence Policymaking in Islamic Governance," by Ehsan Vahidi Rad and
Alireza Yari, presents a three-level model consisting of
epistemological and jurisprudential foundations, jurisprudential
principles, and governance and implementation, and demonstrates
that governmental jurisprudence (figh al-hu k @ h pdssesses the

capacity to regulate artificial intelligence policymaking within a
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legitimate, ethical, and effective framework.

The novelty of this article lies in explaining data justice and
distributive justice as two fundamental components of artificial
intelligence policymaking, as well as in clarifying the relationship
bet ween data govagaveanmance This frailnewditk a r 1
directs technological development away from the dominance of a
purely instrumental and profit-oriented logic toward an approach
centered on justice, human dignity, and the higher objectives of the
S h aah.i

The article A Political Interpretation of Islamic Unity: Necessities,
Strategies, and Obstacles in the Thought of the Martyred Ayatollah Khamenei," , i’ ¢ "
by Morteza Ghrasban Rouzbahani, classifies the strategies for achiewﬁ\é‘%im
Islamic unity into three levelscognitive and attitudinal, motivamal and ;
dispositional, and behavioral and practicaind demonstrates that, within
this intellectual framework, unity is not merely an ethical recommendation

Yo Woos w0z b U

but rather a political and civilizational strategy for safeguarding the
Muslim Ummabh, confrontindoreign domination, and reconstructing the
collective power of Muslims The novelty of this article lies in
distinguishing the political interpretation of unity from interpretations that
are merely ethical, jurisprudential, or exhortatory in natlite findings
indicate that religious ignorance, extremismg k tfieidivisive policies of
hegemonic powers, and media warfare are among the principal obstacles
to the realization of Islamic unity

The article The Mission of the People and the Reproduction of Political
Legitimacy under Conditions of Hybrid Warfare: An Analysis of the Discourse of
Resistance and Social Agency in Iran (1404-1405)," by Masoud Moeinipour,
conceptualizes the mission of the people (¢ t-rh @ &nd distinguishes
it from such congets as social mobilization, political participation, and
national solidarity, explaining how society is transformed from a state of
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passivity into one of active engagement in the defense of national security
The novelty of this article lies in combiningsdourse theory, hegemony
theory, and social agency theory to analyze the political culture of
resistance, while also integrating theoretical analysis with empirical data
from the years 1404405 (20252026) Drawing upon the discourse
theory of Laclau antfouffe, Gramsci's concept of hegemony, and Foucault's
theory of agency, the author argues that resistance has functioned as the
central signifier in Iran's recent developments, around which signifiers such
as Iran, national security, martyr, the people] eepublicanism have been
articulated The findings show that political legitimacy in contemporary Iran

is not reproduced solely throughstitutional and electoral mechanisms;
rather, under conditions of crisis, it can also be strengthened through
colledive action, national solidarity, and social participation

Fourth: The Model of the State in Alid Thought: Order, Justice,
and Salvation

Alongside the articles that directly explicate the intellectual
framework of the martyred Ayatollah Khamenei, the article "The
Strategic Objectives of the State in the Thought of Imam Ali (A.S.)," by
Morteza Yousefi-Rad, adopts a philosophical-political approach
and, drawing upon the method of content analysis, reexamines the
conduct of Imam Ali (A.S.) as a model for Islamic state-building. By
presenting a threefold framework of the strategic objectives of the
state in the thought of Imam Ali (A.S.)—namely order, justice, and
salvation—the article demonstrates that these objectives stand in a
sequential and complementary relationship, each serving as the
foundation for the realization of the next. The principal novelty of
this article may be identified at three levels. First, it explains order

as a primary necessity and the foundation of social life, extending
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beyond physical security to encompass economic, social, and moral
order, thereby providing the condition for the flourishing of human
potential. Second, it explains justice as the process through which
order is elevated from a merely formal level to an internal and
spiritual one, and through the equitable allocation of rights to
different classes and social groups, prepares the ground for human
salvation. Third, it explains salvation as the ultimate objective of
the state, according to which the state is understood not as an
instrument of power but as a divine trust entrusted with guiding
humanity toward perfection and eternal felicity. Drawing upon
Imam Ali's anthropological foundations—which regard the human
being as a two-dimensional (material-spiritual) being, endowed
with the capacity for vicegerency (k h i | a f) and posséssed df
inherent rights—the author demonstrates that, in Alid thought, the
state is an ethical and human-centered institution that, while
ensuring order and security, seeks to realize justice and provide the
conditions necessary for the moral and spiritual development of
society. In effect, this article establishes a link between the
discussion of religious system-building (presented in the article by
Pirbalaei and Kodkhodaei) and the discussion of the position of the
people (presented in the article by Aghajani), demonstrating that
the Alid model of governance can provide a foundation for

theorizing the Islamic state in the contemporary era.

Conclusion: An Enduring Legacy, Research Challengesnd
Future Horizons

The collectionof articles in this issue clearly demonstrates that the
thought of the martyred leader Ayatollah Khamenei constitutes a

complete, living, and dynamic intellectual system that possesses the
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capacity to be transformed into a "New Islamic Civilization." The
most significant theoretical achievements of this intellectual framework,
which are reflected throughout all the articles, af®Bsws:

First: The revival of national-Islamic identity and civilizational
self-confidence

In a world where the hegemonic system attempts to present its
own models as the only path to progress, the martyred Ayatollah
Khamenei demonstrated that "it is possible to think independently,
act indigenously, and exert global influence." This perspective,
according to which Iranian identity is intertwined with Islamic and

¢ ¢
Shi i identity and these two are not

1\\ 5

PN

another, provided the foundation for the formation of the Islamic-

H

Iranian Model of Progress.
Second: The intelligent disinction between constants and
variables.

Editorial Note

By distinguishing between the domain of acts of worship and
definitive rulings (in which there is no room for considerations of
expediency) and the domain of social, economic, and political
management (in which the consideration of the interests of the
Islamic system is not only permissible but obligatory), he rescued
jurisprudence from rigidity without leading it toward relativism.
This distinction prevents two major deviations: rigid traditionalism
and unprincipled freedom in interpreting expediency. It also
represents the key to the success of his approach regarding the
relationship between governmental jurisprudence and the
expediency of the Islamic system.

Third: The transition from personal wi | &qiastituti onalized
wil ayah

By proposing religious democracy and emphasizing the people
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as an intrinsic pillar of the system (rather than merely a factor for
legitimization), he took a significant step toward consolidating the
theory of Wi | a y a.tFrom dhgsipkrspective, Wi | a y a tis
incomplete without the people's mission and participation. This
transition—from a ruling jurist to a system based on jurisprudence
and the people—was realized in practice through reliance on
institutions and laws rather than personalities.

Fourth: Presenting an operational model of revolutionary
rationality .

By simultaneously emphasizing legal institutionalization and
revolutionary pursuit of justice, he outlined a third path that
neither remains trapped in revolutionary chaos nor falls into a rigid
and conservative condition incapable of accepting any change. In
this perspective, structures must be sufficiently flexible to hear the
call for justice, while the pursuit of justice must be sufficiently

governed by law so as not to destroy structures.

Research Challenges Ahead

Despite the extraordinary richness of this intellectual framework,
research in this field continues to face a challenging path and
requires further exploration. The most important challenges include:

1. The lack ofinterdisciplinary research:

Despite the martyred Ayatoll
systemic perspective and the integration of jurisprudence,
philosophy, mysticism, and politics, coherent interdisciplinary
studies capable of reproducing this integration at both theoretical
and operational levels have not yet been developed. It is necessary
for academic centers to engage in the reexamination of this

intellectual framework through an interdisciplinary approach.
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2. The methodological gap in examining the reltionship
between jurisprudence and philosophy:

Despite the emphasis on Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmah
Mu t a “)aa$ d complrehensive intellectual system and its social
extension, a clear methodology for examining the relationship
between civilizational jurisprudence and the philosophy of
civilization in his thought has not yet been formulated. This
methodological gap is one of the main obstacles to theorizing in the
field of Islamic civilization-building.

3. The gap between theory and practice in the fld of
governance:

Many of the theoretical concepts presented by the martyred
Ayatollah Khamenei have not yet been institutionalized at the levels
of policymaking and implementation, and this gap constitutes one
of the most significant challenges facing the construction of a new
Islamic civilization. Researchers need to adopt an applied approach
and present operational models for the realization of these
concepts.

4. Neglecting the capacities of TranscendenPhilosophy in
the humanities:

Despite his emphasis on the role of Transcendent Philosophy in
producing Islamic humanities, this intellectual framework has not
yet been employed as a primary source of theorization in fields such
as political science, economics, and sociology. Reexamining
Transcendent Philosophy in the light of the thought of the martyred
Ayatollah Khamenei can open new horizons for the development of
Islamic humanities.

5. The need for comparative studies:

Despite the theoretical richness of the theories presented by the
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martyred Ayatollah Khamenei, systematic comparative studies that
examine these theories in relation to other intellectual systems
(both Western and Islamic) have not yet been developed. Such
studies can contribute to a clearer explanation of the strengths and

weaknesses of this intellectual framework.

Future Research Horizons

Based on the teachings of the martyred Ayatollah Khamenei, who
regarded free thinking as a bridge between jurisprudential i j t
and philosophical reasoning, we invite esteemed researchers to
reflect on the following research questions and gaps:

1. Examining the relationship between the theory of spiritual
power and TranscendentPhilosophy:

How can the theory of spiritual power be tested through empirical
methods and within the framework of contemporary social and
political sciences, and how can its relationship with Transcendent
Philosophy be systematically explained? Can the capacities of
Sasdraian philosophy be uteldlofipawend
and resistance? This research can contribute to explaining the logic
of spiritual power as a new issue in power studies.

2. The 250 Year Human and civilizational theories:

Compared with Western theories of civilization (such as Ibn
Khal damé ke s, Toynbee’s theory,
methodological strengths and weaknesses does the theory of the
250-Year Human possess, and how can it be employed in analyzing
the contemporary Axis of Resistance and Islamic movements? This
research can lead to the presentation of an indigenous model for

analyzing Islamic civilizations.
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3. The model of transition from personal wi | a yoa h
institutionalized wi | ay ah

What theoretical and operational model can be presented for the
transition from personal wi | dao institutionalized wi | dirytheh
theory of Wi | a yFaatq baded on the experience of more than
three decades of leadership by the martyred Ayatollah Khamenei?
How can this transition be connected with the theory of the mission
of the people and institutionalized within governance structures?

4. Islamic smart governance in the digital age:

What are the jurisprudential, legal, and philosophical

¢ o . e .. .
\5)1\’ - Tequirements for institutionalizing Islamic smart governance
e aS]

H

(particularly in the fields of artificial intelligence and data
governance) based on principles such as justice and human
dignity? How can the relationship between data sovereignty and

S h aah Bovereignty be examined, and an indigenous model for

Editorial Note

technology policymaking in an Islamic system be presented?

5. The relationship between governmental jurisprudence and
the expediency of the Islamic system in the thought of the
martyred Ayatollah Khamenei:

How can an operational model for considering expediency in the
fields of social management, economics, and foreign policy be
developed based on the distinction between constants and
variables, in a way that remains protected from both rigid
traditionalism and relativism? This research can contribute to
providing a framework for decision-making under complex
contemporary conditions.

6. Religious democracy and theories of political participation:

What similarities and differences exist between religious
democracy in the thought of the martyred Ayatollah Khamenei and
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classical and contemporary theories of political participation (from
Rousseau to Habermas), and how can it be introduced as an

alternative model for Islamic societies?

Final Remarks

I would like to conclude by paying tribute to the memory of that
“trans c ®hlekephet” and e mp h a s ¢irt ithmig
“c¢i vi l-buikding imeams creating a foundation for the
comprehensive growth of the committed, rational, and just Iranian
human being” I sincerely extend my
authors, reviewers, and colleagues who contributed to the
publication of this rich and enlightening issue.

The martyred leader of the Revolution, through his ontological
perspective on human beings and society, presented a vision of the
human being who, for his or her development, requires philosophy
in order to understand the world, jurisprudence in order to know
duties and organize actions, and politics in order to move society
toward divine perfection. These three dimensions—namely
philosophy, jurisprudence, and politics—were never separate from
one another in his thought, and this constitutes the greatest lesson
he offered to the future builders of society.

Undoubtedly, the continuation of this research path will be the
golden key to achieving the New Islamic Civilization and attaining
the dignity and authority worthy of the Muslim Ummah. It is hoped
that this collection will serve as a guiding light for researchers and

policymakers in the Islamic world on this blessed path.

Sharif Lakzaei
Editor -in-Chief of the Biannual Journal of Islamic Political Thought

http://iptiscaacir
Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy

t he p

gratitu

¢ o
o )]

wWoos wa b d

Y.


http://ipt.isca.ac.ir/

Editorial Board

Hossein Elahinejad professor, Islamisciences and Culture Acaden@om, Iran

Seyyed Javad Rathi Varei professor of Law and Social Jurisprudence, Hajj and
University Research Institute, Qom, Iran

Seyyed Kazem Seyyed Bagherissociate Professor, Institute of Islamic Culture and
Thought,Qom, Iran

Seyyed Mehdi Emami Jomeh Professor, Department of Philosophy and Islamic
Theology, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran

Seyyed Hadi Zarg hani Professor of Political Geography, Ferdowsi University of
Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran

Ismail Aghababaeibeni: Associate Professor, Faculty Member, Jurisprudential and Legal
Issues Department, Research Institutddtamic Sciences and Culture Acader@pm, Iran
Mohammad Pezeshgi Associate Professor, Department of Political Philosoftistgmic
Sciences an@ulture AcademyQom, Iran

Davud Mahdavizadegan Associate ProfessoPolitical Studies and International
Relations and Law Research Institute of Humanities and Cultural Stlidiesin, Iran

Ahmad Reza Yazdani Mogadam Associate Professdslamic Sciences and Culture
Academy Qom, Iran

International Editorial Board

Seyyed Qandil Abbas: school of Politics and International Relations, Quizam
University, Islamabad, Pakistan
Fawzi Al-Alawi: professor of Philosophy Department; BounaUniversity, Tunisia
Heidar Zayer Abousi Mohsen AFAMeri: Professor, Department of Political
Science, University of Kufa, Iraq
Sayed Abdul Qaium Sajjadt Professor, Khatam-Mabiin University of Afghanistan
Talal Etrisi: Professor of Social Sciencd=aculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Lebanon
University, Lebanon
Shafig Abdullah al-Jaradi:president of the Institute of Governance Knowledge for
Religious and Philosophical Studieebanon
Editorial Board Assistant
Abdolkarim Farhani : professoof Islamic Seminary of Qom, Iran
Gholamreza Fayyazi Professor, Philosophy Department, Imam Khomeini Educational
and Research Instityt®om, Iran
SeyyedSajjad Izedehi: Associate Professor, Department of Political Sciences, Institute of
Islamic Cultureand ThoughtQom, Iran
Mohammad Ali Fathollahi: Associate Professor, Institute of Political Studies and
International Relations, Institute of HumanitseslCultural Studies, Tehran, Iran
@
Arbitration panel for issue Eleven
Mojtaba Jazebi, Bahram Dalir, Sayyed Kazem Sayyed Bagheri, Ruhollah Shariati, Morteza
Gharsban Roozbahani, Mahmoud Fallah, Sharif Lakzaei, Najaf Lakzaei, Sayyed Mahdi
Majidi Nezami, Eabd Allah Nizar Zadahu, Sayyed JaWé&daei, Morteza Yusefi Rad

http://iptiscaacir
Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy


http://ipt.isca.ac.ir/

Bi-quarterly scientific 1 research (B) journal  of
Al-Fikr al- Siasial 1 Islami

Vol. 6, No. 1,Spring & Summer 2026

@)

Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy
(Research Center for Political Thought and Sciences)
www.isca.ac.ir
Manager in Charge:
Najaf Lakzaei

Editor in Chief:
S arif Lakzaei

Secretary of the Board:

Sayyed AliReza Husayni (Aref)
Administrative Director:

Ali Jamehdaran

The Arabic and English Translation Team:
Amin Fathi and Mohammad Reza Amouhosseini

Tel.:+ 98 - 2531156908 P.O. Box.: 37185/3688
ipt.iscaac.ir

http://ipt.iscaacir
Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy


http://ipt.isca.ac.ir/

